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Mark Avis’ drop dead gorgeous M63 Ural lingering in the early morning fog at Market 

Harborough Rugby Club for the 2008 Red Star Rally.  This motorcycle exuded charm and 

character, blessed with an exquisite patina and an air of practical, sensible originality.  It 

made me want to own one just like it.  I read his article in the July/August Horizontal View 

horrified that the Ural he hacked in half to make some monster mutation with a car 

engine in it might be this actual motorcycle.  Tell me it wasn’t Mark, please.  Tell me you 

didn’t sacrifice something so beautiful, just because you could. 

FRONT COVER PICTURE 
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  There’s no going back now! 

Not now we know where you live!! 

 
A WARM  

WELCOME  TO: 

  

 

President & Technical Advisor Peter Ballard: 01225 891634.  pjb.barnend@icdonline.co.uk 

General Secretary: Tony Jones:  01942 605949/07504 700522 cossack@blueyonder.co.uk 

Treasurer: Phil Inman:  01780 720420 coc.treasurer@mail.com 

Membership Secretary Gina Inman 01780 720420 

membership@cossackownersclub.co.uk 

Show Organiser: Carl Booth:  01253 720327 comradecarl@freeukisp.co.uk 

Webmaster: Dave Cox:  01794 884492 info@russianmotorcycles.co.uk 

Regalia: Phil & Gina Inman  01780 720420 regalia@cossackownersclub.co.uk 

Magazine editor  Paul Codling 01508 520890  paulcodling@mail.com 

 

POLITBURO 

If you ask me the inside is a lot more fun 

than the outside.  Had a spectacular 

blow up?  Have the guts of your pride 

and joy been mashed to an oily metal 

paste?  Send us a picture. We shouldn’t 

laugh I know but………….. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

The Cossack Club has its very own Facebook page.  “Like” the page and keep up to date 

with what’s happening.   To get there try……… 

            www.facebook.com/cossackownersclub  

April 25/26th,   35th Carole Nash Classic Bike Show at Stafford Show Ground.  Comrade 

Carl will be organising the stand and everyone on it as usual, he’s pretty much a classic 

himself.  Entry to the show for exhibitors is free, yes that’s free, and sometimes they 

even pay you! 

 May 10th and September 13th are the Cossack Grand Days Out for this year. More 

about this on page 13. 

 May 8/9/10th and October 9/10/11th are this year’s Dent Rallies at Conder Farm Dent 

LA10 5QT.  Vince Briers is the man to see about these on 07850 770176.  Spectacularly 

Yorkshire camping weekends. 

 May 14/15/16/17th    11th Oostblok (East Block) Treffen.  Camping is at Camping de 

Seedykstertoer in Marrum, Netherlands and nothing like Yorkshire presumably.  Do we 

have any contact details for this? 

 May 17th   Hedingham Sidecar Owner’s Club Day Meet at Jack’s Hill Café, Watling 

Street, On the A5 at Towcester, Northamptonshire, NN12 8ET. Situated on the left, just 

North of the A43/A5 roundabout junction. The people to ring are John Taylor on 01788 

578743 and Dave Greenwood on 016285 28866 or you could email Dave at da-

vidjgreenwood@hotmail.co.uk 

  May 27th to June2nd    Motorcamping Little Creek, Utscheid, Germany.   Phil and Gina 

go every year to this campsite in the eifel region of Germany on the German/

Luxembourg border.  If you’d like to join them get in touch on 01780 720420 or email 

iroll245-littlecreek@yahoo.co.uk  That’s not a hyphen it’s a dash in the address.   
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 June 28th  Swaton Vintage Vehicle Day  Thorpe Latimer Park, Helpringham, Lincoln-

shire, NG34 0RF.  More info at   http://www.swatonvintageday.com/index.html  

 July 24/25/26th  MZ Riders in the Isle of Man.  We are invited to join the MZ pilots at 

Laxey on the island for the weekend, details are available from the MZ Rider’s club. 

Norfolk Camping Weekend 7/8/9th August  The Links Campsite, Links Road, Mundesley 

Norfolk NR11 8AT.  Contact Nigel Stennett Cox on 01692 406075 or at  

binroundabit@btinternet.com.  A quick note on page 6. 

August 8/9th  Donington Bike Show   Comrade Carl will be doing his thing and organising 

our stand again this year.  I’m not sure but I think this show is part of a classic bike racing 

weekend rather than just on at the same time.  Carl will know.  

August 21/22/23rd   The Civilised Cossack Camping Weekend,  Aren’t they all?  It’s on 

at Wing Hall Campsite, Wing, Rutland.  Once again this lovely venue will host the week-

end and the club AGM which will be held on the Sunday morning.  Contact Phil and Gina 

Inman for details on 01780 720420 or at membership@cossackownersclub.co.uk 

September 4/5/6th  3rd Stags Head Rally.    Café and campsite are situated on the A623 

between Chapel-en-le-Frith and Baslow in Derbyshire.  Is this in the Peak District Na-

tional Park?  It sounds lovely to me!  Contact Gary Carroll at cossackglc@yahoo.com 

 October 17/18th   The Other Stafford Classic Bike Show.  Is this one sponsored by Clas-

sic Motorcycle Mechanics Magazine?  Comrade Carl is the man with all the answers as 

usual and I think this show is free for exhibitors too. 

  June11/12/13/14th    Vintage and  Classic BMW Rally at Llywwwyngwair(!) Manor in 

Pembrokshire.  Contact Peter Arden about this on 01673 844519  Peter’s invitation to 

our club is on page 6.  Brush your fingernails and bring a suit! 

https://3c-lxa.mail.com/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.swatonvintageday.com%2Findex.html
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SPECIAL INVITATIONS 

I’ve just been put in charge of the Vintage and 

Classics Section of the BMW Club and wonder 

whether your club would be interested in an 

idea which might be of interest to both our 

members. 

Each year we have a rally at Llywwwyngwair 

Manor in Pembrokeshire. The dates this year 

are June 11 - June 14. I would like to invite your 

club to come and join us. It seems to me that, 

our machines being so similar, yet also very 

different, it would be interesting to both sets of 

members for us to have an informal get          

together. The rally is always very informal and 

more of a chill-out than anything. We organise 

ride-outs on Friday and Saturday and also have 

a buffet meal and quiz on Saturday night, but 

these are very much things that people opt into 

if they wish and always we get several members 

who use it as an excuse to take their wives and 

just have a mini-break. 

The Manor offers hotel accommodation, self-

catering chalets and has excellent camping   

facilities. More details can be found here. The 

venue itself has a website that might be of use 

also: www.pembrokeshireholidaypark.co.uk. If 

I can help in any way don't hesitate to give me 

a ring on 01673 844519 

Peter Ardron, Secretary Vintage and Classic 

Register, BMW Club. 

Nigel organised the Mundesley weekend at the 

same venue last year. The site is clean, tidy, has 

all the usual domestic facilities, it’s motorcycle 

friendly, and set in everything the North      

Norfolk coast is famous for.  We got a field to 

ourselves at £6 per pitch last year.  I was there! 

Greetings all (this is sent to Eastern Bloc, and 

associated pedigree, vehicle clubs). 

The Wartburg Trabant IFA Club will be sending 

you details shortly of our 2015 events.  Before 

doing so, can I offer any of you a share of a 

room booking at Coventry Transport Museum 

on 10 Oct 15?  We’re holding our AGM in the 

Bettnman Room (capacity about 25) around 

2pm but have a booking on the room for the 

whole day.  We will be holding a ‘Red Oktober’ 

vehicle event there that day to which all your 

members will be very welcome. 

As I say, more details to follow, but please 

consider whether your club might be able to 

use the room. 

Regards Richard Hemington 

IFA Club provisional dates are……….April 26th 

Scottish IFA Day, venue TBA. 

May 10th Eastern Bloc Vehicle Day, Wythall 

Transport Museum, Birmingham. 

September 5/6th Iron Curtain Vehicle Rally, 

Foxfield Railway, Stoke on Trent. 

October 10th Red Oktober, Coventry 

Transport Museum. 

 

The aeroplane’s Russian so the picture’s valid.  

The bike is a Jawa 558, all 13bhp of it, or less 

with half an exhaust system. Does it look cool 

though? 

https://3c-lxa.mail.com/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vintage-register.co.uk%2Fblog_1.php
https://3c-lxa.mail.com/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pembrokeshireholidaypark.co.uk
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GEORGE FEDOR’S PAGE 

Editorial comment, 

George asked me to google “turd polishing” because I didn’t know what he meant when 

he referred to it in an email.  I was fascinated to discover that it’s a well established      

phenomenon and there’s even a branch of the science called Japanese turd polishing.  Is 

that polishing Japanese turds or an art form originating in Japan?  Either way it’s an        

interesting idea especially after George linked the process to motorcycles.  Does it apply to 

ours though? 

Pictured below is the Dnepr George wrote about in the last issue and the beginnings of its 

restoration.  Apparently the weather in Ohio where he lives has been a bit parky and 

where the left picture is obviously petrol tank wire brushing in the shed, the right one 

looks like the same thing in the bathroom!!!  Do you live alone George? 

We can all look forward to some excerpts from Cycle 

World magazine which George is kindly sending over from 

the USA. These are from the 1980s as is the advert at the 

top of this page.   

 

Ever wondered what Uncle Sam thought of the Soviet 

Union’s finest?  Find out next issue! 
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Graham and Heather’s MT9 

(Graham doesn’t say so in his article but we 

think the red bike pictured below is the outfit 

as found, before enlistment into the         

wehrmacht.) 

Hello. My name is is Graham and my wife is 

Heather. We would like to thank COC for a 

warm welcome and we would like to say a 

little about our bike and why we chose a 

Cossack. 

I've always had an interest in WWII. Turned 

out Heather did, too. About 8 years ago we 

took our first trip of about 5 over to Normandy 

to see the battle sights. 

That first time, we visited a German War 

Cemetery, La Cambe and it was there that I 

realised we knew about the Allies in 

Normandy but nothing about the Germans. I 

took it upon myself to learn about them from 

then as they too had stories to tell. 

 

I bought a WWII GPW Jeep to restore. 

I've been a motorcyclist for about 30 years, 

including a stint as an instructor for the then 

Star Riders, and when I thought about another 

military vehicle project after selling the GPW, I 

decided to look into the possibility of a 

motorcycle combo. Genuine ones are 

prohibitively expensive so I looked the 

alternative and that's where I found out about 

Cossack/Dnepr motorcycles.  

I watched many films and clips to study these 

bikes, both genuine and copies and thought 'I 

can do that', so all I had to do was find a right 

handed car combo. legal to be used on the 

roads. I found this 1975 MT-9 Cossack over in 

Lancashire and took a trailer over to collect it. I 

didn't have a garage at the time, just a back 

yard, so we promptly set about dismantling it 

and squeezed it all through the gate.  

That was over 2 years ago. Over that winter I 

set about purchasing new and replacement 

products and cleaned stripped the bike to 

respray it panzer grey. My aim is not to have a 

sparkling bike as when I restored the GPW it 

looked like new and not only was that wrong, I 

didn't want to take it out of the garage so I 

sold it as I didn't use it. 

This bike has been deliberately under-restored 

right down to the leaving of certain rusty parts 

and the not too perfect paint job to give a  

field worn and used look which also makes it 

look genuinely old to the untrained eye. I 

suppose it is old at 39 years. 
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I've got accessories such as a jerry can, side 

boxes and a deactivated WWII MG42 to go on it. 

All I need to do is get it back from my bike 

mechanics who've checked & MOT'd it and 

upgraded the front brake and now need to sort 

out an ongoing starting/running issue before I 

can use it. I hope to be able to get it out next 

year. 

We know it's just another Russian copy made to 

look like a WWII BMW combo. painted Panzer 

Grey but we have had so much interest in it from 

the general public and bikers alike that we 

believe we have a bike which will give us and 

others pleasure for many years to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Well, we hope that's given a little insight into us 

and our bike and we look forward to meeting 

other members and their bikes next year. 

Many thanks,                                         

Graham & Heather. 

(On the back cover you’ll find another picture of 

Graham’s Dnepr. Note the camouflaged bicycle 

leaning on the wall behind it. Is everything you 

own camouflaged Graham? How do you find 

anything?) 

 

  

WANTED 

Wanted. Dnepr sidecar chassis, with or 

without body/bathtub, left or right 

hand fitting, any condition.  

Contact Stephen Coppin.  

01253811309 or 07790283770. email  

hardlydecent@hotmail.co.uk. 

Many Thanks  

Stephen Coppin  coc. 387/11  

PS Steve could also do with a pair if 

Dnepr wheels. 

(Here you go Graham, I found this just for 

you.  According to the caption it’s a BMW 

but we know don’t we.) 

https://3c-lxa.mail.com/mail/client/mail/mailto;jsessionid=E701821F6D13D8958A43B9D5837D1992-n1.lxa05a?to=hardlydecent%40hotmail.co.uk
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KOTTWITZ WERKE 

Myself and Lovely Hazel spent a few 

weeks in Nova Scotia visiting her sister, 

who I'd yet to meet.  It was my first 

trip over the Atlantic, my first taste of 

North American culture and a first   

opportunity to have a quick look at the 

possibility of a motorcycle ride across 

the continent.  Canada is vast and has 

more geography, weather, distance 

and hospitality than anyone could 

want.  Even Nova Scotia feels like a  

wilderness compared to population 

dense England.  Road kill is porcupines 

instead of hedgehogs for goodness 

sake!  Further west of course, the  

wildlife genuinely puts humanity's 

place in the food chain in perspective. 

Such a ride would take some time, you 

wouldn't want to rush and it would surely 

become a life highlight.  You wouldn't 

want to do it on a boring motorcycle 

would you?  As these things do, the idea 

quickly expanded beyond common sense 

and credibility after a few minutes on the 

internet and I ended up inspired by   

something called the Dempsey Highway.  

It runs from a town called Dawson, which 

looks like a hangover from the goldrush, to 

Inuvik at 68 degrees north, right up there!   

Google it and click images, does that look 

fun or what! 

There are so many pictures of BMWs it 

looks like the Long Way Up but              

interestingly there are also lots of         

pictures of Ural outfits.  Do they sell 

those in Canada?  While you're on line 

try www.ural.ca and you'll get Kottwitz 

Werke, which sounds German.  That's 

because it's owned by Lutz Kottwitz who 

lives about half an hour's drive from 

Lovely Hazel's sister's house.  He's a far 

more important part of Ural world than 

just a dealer,   

http://www.ural.ca/
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responsible for a significant part of the 

factory's  manufacturing development and 

gracious enough to spare the time for a 

chat with me. 

The Canadian Ural market is about the 

same as it is in the UK.  Kottwitz Werke 

sell just into double figures of new ones in 

a good year and keep a stock of nice low 

mileage trade ins.  Most motorcycles in 

Canada are full dressed Harleys or      

snowmobiles and it must mean something 

that a lot of opportunities on Ebay are 

from south of the border in the USA. 

Having been a Ural dealer for about 10 

years Lutz has been amused and              

exasperated by the patchy Russian quality 

control and vague machining we all know 

and love and set about doing something 

about it, for the sake of his customer's   

future happiness. 

Since then Lutz has been to Irbit several 

times and forged a partnership with the  

factory which enables Kottwitz Werke to 

design and produce prototype Ural parts 

where either Lutz or the factory thinks   

improvement is necessary.  Reg, Lutz's  

colleague, is a master of  

the art of parametric programming.     

Applied to four axis machining, on       

machines that go in, out, across and 

round as well, it enables parts to be 

scaled by adjusting one dimension    

without having to rewrite the whole    

programme.  According to Reg it means 

competing with the Chinese on cost, 

even for low volume production runs 

without compromising quality.  They 

have this in Russia now and Reg's          

expertise will help them get the best out 

of it. 

The 750 Ural crankcase for example, is a 

developed 650 part, relies on the same 

machining techniques with too many 

separate operations and is the major 

stumbling block to making the engine 

bigger.  CNC and parametric                  

programming is a fix for this  
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apparently.  Anyone fancy a 900 Ural? 

Cheaper low volume production means that the 

range of special tools Kottwitz Werke make for 

Urals should be very competitively priced.  The 

750 Ural uses a floating front main bearing,     

presumably to allow for expansion.  Reg showed 

me a selection of  precisely machined spacers 

which act as guides during bearing assembly.  

With these he said, my front main bearing would 

be perfectly aligned, my crankshaft would          

locate exactly and my engine would run smooth 

and cool, so much so I would be foolish not to 

take them home.  Sadly I told him, Serenity the   

editorial Ural is a 650 and different, so I didn't ask 

him how much money I'd need.  If you'd like 

some, or anything else, contact them on their 

website. 

 

Kottwitz Werke make all the obvious pullers and 

holders.  I particularly like the rear main bearing 

puller which gets it off the crankshaft without   

destroying it.  Have you ever had to grind one off?  

You can, you're not going to put it back in are 

you, but cleaning all the grindings out of your big 

end oiling discs is fraught with worry.  Did you get 

it all out? 

 

“They're all on their own, with no help from      

anyone.” Lutz told me and as an example of that 

he recalled taking an impact driver to Irbit          

because he thought it would come in handy.  The 

Russians hadn't seen one before and thought it 

was fantastic!  I find it fascinating to wonder how 

much of Ural's    endearing marque character is a 

result of Irbit still catching up after so  

long in isolation behind the iron curtain, 

and how much of it is just simply Russian. 

 

He made me smile by observing that the 

English language was perfect for getting to 

the point.  For newspapers, story telling 

and everyday life, English was the way to 

go.  German however, was precise.  It 

might take an hour to book a flight ticket 

but to describe the function of a technical 

process  accurately, with no risk of                   

misinterpretation, German has it sorted.  

Is that an insight into our national          

personalities?  I think so.  I wonder what 

engineering sounds like in Russian? 

 

The picture below is a faithful copy of an 

IZH49, remarkable because it’s made en-

tirely of wood.  How big the actual size of 

the model is can’t be judged from the 

setting. 

Found on englishrussian.com if you want 

to check it out. 
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COSSACK GRAND DAYS OUT 

Basically we need to get out more.  An unavoidable problem for most classic vehicle clubs 

is the nature of the vehicles themselves.  Do we have a larger percentage of projects,      

rebuilds and mechanical catastrophes than most?  Who knows but the fact remains that 

real life such as domestic commitments, work, and poverty distract us from the true 

meaning of life itself.  A lack of confidence in the aforesaid project, perceiving its failure as 

a threat to our ability to shoulder the eternal grindstone, makes setting out halfway across 

the country for a whole weekend quite a daunting prospect. 

Cossack Grand Days Out are a fix for this.  The idea is to localise the adventure by travelling 

to an easily accessible meeting place, just on the one day.  On May 10th and September 

13th you should gently potter along to one of the places listed in here nearer the time and 

have a cup of tea with your fellow members.  

We held the first Grand Day Out last year, it was a ripping success and encouraged lots of 

people we don’t see camping very much to come out and play. 

This year we have one venue so far.  Phil and Gina will be at the Super Sausage café on the 

A5 near Silverstone to say hello to the midland contingent. 

If you’d like to establish your own meeting place you’re very welcome to do so.  Tony Jones 

is co-ordinating, his contact details are on the politburo page. 

AND ANOTHER THING.  As secretary, Tony received this email, 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

A number of clubs have asked me to be present at their shows for awards or to attend 

their club meetings as a guest speaker.  I am more than happy to do this both evenings and 

weekends. So if you want to meet the co founder of Europe’s largest and most successful 

classic car web site, who is also a mechanically wise car enthusiast, please reply to my   

secretary Jane by hitting reply to this email. 

Philip Warner 

Joint Managing Director 

Car And Classic Ltd 

The consensus so far is that Mr Warner is in business and therefore very expensive so no 

thanks then, but does anyone out there in membership land know someone who’d do it 

for a laugh? 
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DAVID GREENWOOD’S PAGE 

We attended a Military & poppy day service 

at the ace Café in November 2014.  There 

were a lot of interesting vehicles including 

many motorcycles.  I am enclosing a photo 

of a war time Harley Davidson.  Please note 

the spade and rifle attached to the front 

end !  Also in the photo is my wife Anne and 

our Ural outfit.  It was a cold day and the 

service was held outside.  However it was 

very well attended.  There were a lot of   

military motorcycles including Ural’s and 

other Cossack members.  It would be a good 

idea to include this event in our club calen-

dar in the future.  I will watch for the date 

and send to the editor. 

 Dave & Anne Greenwood. 

We had a good day out at the ‘Red       

Oktober’ day at the Ace Café on Sunday 

12th October.  The weather was fresh but 

dry, so the turnout was a bit better than 

last year.  This time they put the eastern 

block cars nearest to the café                  

entrance.  This area soon filled up with    

Trabant’s, elderly Skoda’s and one ‘Tatra 

V8’ (rare in this country). 

We arrived approx 11.00am and a few 

Mz’s & Urals already there.  After a short 

tea break we came out to have a look if 

more had arrived.  There was now a ‘line 

up’ of Ural Gear Up outfits, and a very 

nice Cossack 175cc which was for sale 

(photo‘s enclosed).  Later a few more 

MZ’s arrived and a few Jawa’s.  Of special 

note was a Jawa of 1960’s vintage with a 

matching sidecar of the same                  

period. Unfortunately I could not get a 

photo as there was crowds around 

it.   Also the owner left early he did not 

stay for long, so by the time we waited 

for crowds to disperse the outfit had 

gone.  We stayed until late into the   

afternoon and had a good ride home 

back to High Wycombe.  Which keeping 

to  
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the A40 only takes about ½ hour. 

Hope you enjoyed this short report and 

the couple of photos. 

 Dave & Anne Greenwood 

(David also sent the following pictures he 

discovered on the internet, concerned by 

the lack of steering lock on the outfit in 

the first one and the likely hood of sudden 

death in a ball of flame for the pilot of the 

second.) 

(You can of course get used to 

anything!  If anyone else is  

astonished, outraged, baffled or 

charmed by something they’ve 

found on line, send it in and 

share it with us,)                         

See opposite……………. 
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Phil Inman’s Ural Diaries, 

Part  one 

Well, where do I start?   

After enduring months of torment watching the 

likes of “The Long Way Round”, “Race to        

Dakar”, “Mondo Enduro” and “Terra Circa”, the 

pressure became too much.  Following several 

bike-less years, the mere dreams of touring by 

motorcycle across the face of the earth had to 

stop, to be replaced by reality.  Talking about it, 

and    watching others having a good time on 

two wheels, wasn't going to make it happen.  I 

had to buy a bike.  But, which bike? 

I had thought about one of the new 500cc   

Royal Enfields, but I guessed that  2-up travel, 

with   luggage,  might be asking too much,     

especially since I suspected that its                  

unremarkable motor might struggle to  power a 

record player.  I was also biased against chain 

drive with all it's attendant mess and expense 

and, given that belt-driven bikes were too 

pricey, it seemed that shaft drive was the way 

to go.  This narrowed the field to a BMW  Boxer 

or.....Ural.  In other words, expensive (to buy, 

maintain, etc.) or cheap (in every sense).  No 

contest.  Ural it had to be, although I will point 

out at this juncture that I had no practical      

experience of Urals and most of what I'd heard 

about them was, to put it charitably, not        

favourable. 

On checking out the F2 Motorcycles website, I 

noted that the 2007 price for a 750 Ural Solo 

was listed at £3995. You can imagine my alarm, 

then, when David Angel, F2 proprietor, told me 

that the 2008 price was a cool £5445 adding,         

helpfully I thought, that the price increase 

had been occasioned by the necessary       

inclusion of various mods needed to enable 

the bike to pass new EU Regulations.  A new 

Ural, then, was clearly out of the question. 

As a slightly desperate measure, I 'Googled', 

“Ural 750 Solo for sale” and, to my surprise, 

was directed to an ad on the Real Classic 

Magazine website, for a Ural Solo for sale in 

East Kent.  I phoned the number given and 

spoke with the bike's owner, whom I shall 

call John, since that was his name.  John told 

me that the bike was a 2004 model, fitted 

with Givi hard luggage and handlebar screen, 

10,000km on the clock and an asking price of 

£1,000.  Unfortunately, someone had beaten 

me to it and had asked John to email him a 

couple of photos of the bike.  John felt it only 

fair to give him first refusal, but promised to 

phone me in any event, at the weekend.  This 

was Wednesday. 

By Saturday morning I could wait no longer 

and phoned John, only to be told that he was 

about to phone me – the other guy had 

clearly done his homework and decided that 

a Ural was not for him.  Straight away I        

arranged to go down the following day to 

look at it.  Since the bike was in a small       

village just outside Folkestone, some 160 

miles away, I withdrew the cash in order to 

be able to seal the deal there and then if the 

bike turned out to be a 'good 'un.'  I busied 

myself during the  intervening hours           

collecting insurance quotes and gathering 

together a motley bundle of very                

second-hand motorcycle gear whose job it 

would be to keep me safe from every        

predicament should the occasion arise on 

the hoped-for ride home. 
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Sunday arrived; the weather forecast      

promised showers and blustery winds. Gina 

and I were on the road, in the car, by 8.30, 

arriving at John's place around 11.30.  After 

introductions, we viewed the Ural, a       

handsome black chunk of Russian machinery 

in used but tidy condition.  In addition to the 

touring gear, the bike was fitted with a pair of 

strangely old-fashioned leg shields looking 

like air-brakes – only later did I discover that 

these were in fact standard equipment and 

not a crude means of keeping top speed in 

check.  In spite of, or possibly because of this 

display of weirdness, together with its      

general air of having been forged in another 

age many decades ago, using proper metal 

and lots of it, I knew I was going to buy the 

bike.   

After hearing the engine run, John took us 

down to his local where he kindly treated us 

to a Sunday Roast Dinner.  Afterwards I 

clinched the deal, by telephone, on an        

insurance policy – on a Sunday....  The Test 

Ride followed accompanied, naturally, by a 

heavy rain shower.  As I rode the Ural up 

John's driveway it was immediately clear to 

me that there was something officially 'not 

right' with the steering.  Out on the road, 

things became even more disconcerting.  As 

well as wandering about like a drunk with 

Alzheimers, the bike also decided to cut out 

on one cylinder.  As the surrounding lanes 

were steep, it was evident that Urals don't 

run particularly well as 375cc singles.   

Regardless of everything though, I was 

smitten.  A spray of WD40 and a wiggle of the 

fuel pipes when I noticed the fuel filter on the 

left was empty, got us under way again.  

Gina's father, Stan, had supplied the bulk of 

the borrowed motorcycle gear and, whilst 

the relatively-new waxed cotton Belstaff 

trousers were completely waterproof, the old 

jacket which I took to be of nylon               

construction turned out to be made of a   

mysterious substance with such an affinity 

for water penetration as to make blotting  

paper seem like Goretex by comparison.  

However, in spite of the front-end's proclivity 

for trying out different directions seemingly 

at random, my enthusiasm for the bike was 

not dampened. 

Back at John's place, money and documents 

changed hands and John filled me in on some 

of the technicalities involved in the owning 

and running of such a machine mentioning, in 

passing, that the bike had carried him to   

Berlin and back in the recent past.  I found 

this particularly impressive for some reason.  

Soon it was time to leave and John, bless him, 

offered me the loan of a properly waterproof 

bike jacket for the journey, in exchange for a 

promise to send it back to him in due course, 

which I did.  John, I salute you as a true gen-

tleman.  

These events took place in December 2007. 

 

Stay tuned for Episode 2. 

 

Phil Inman 
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I was challenged by the quiz     

pictures which were in the latest 

issue, and I think I actually have 

the answers, so thought I’d mail 

in and show off a bit (I’ll have got 

them wrong now). 

QUIZ RESULTS 

Clockwise from top left  a. Royal  b. Stoye  

c. Steib TR500  d. Rekord (with very     

desirable Richter Kabine)  2. Zuendapp 

KS600 with Steib ISDT chair  3. Peter   

Ballard on his Bultaco 

 

How did I do? 

 

Cheers; 

Stuart   Morgan 

 

(Very well Stuart!  You were the only 

member to send in your answers to the 

photo quiz PJB compiled for our            

entertainment in the last issue.) 

1967 KMZ 750 

 

Dania Beach, Florida. 1/30/2015 

 

Attended a "swap meet" while on        

vacation and found this beauty there. It 

belongs to some very cordial ex-pats 

from Poland. Dozens of really diverse 

and unique motorcycles were on display. 

I must say that after  

MORE GEORGE 

FEDOR 

Almost 40 yrs. attending these type 

of affairs, this was easily the best I 

have attended. Vintage motorcycling 

is alive and well in Florida. Try to visit 

here next year as it will be their 10th 

anniversary and sure to be something 

special, and well worth seeing......and 

admission is free ! George Fedor 

Who wants one of these in 

the snow then? 
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FUN QUESTIONAIRE 

Who are you?  

Pretty obvious really, your name will do.  

What was your first motorcycle?  

We’ll need to know why you remember every scratch, dent and scar and how the smell of 

it haunts you like a breath of that certain perfume.  

What was your worst motorcycle?  

This could be a comparison between your expectations before hand and the grim reality of 

the actual experience. It’s OK if this is Russian.  

What was your best motorcycle?  

Here you can fill in what a revelation it was because you didn’t think a Russian motorcycle 

could be everything you ever wanted.  

What was your best ever ride?  

For the sake of common decency this really should be on a motorcycle.  

What was your worst ever motorcycle experience?  

Embarrassment, adversity and humiliation are all OK here. An experience ending in learn-

ing, achievement and enlightenment would be fabulous. Try to avoid gory medical proce-

dures and temper serious accidents with humour, if possible.  

Which motorcycle would you choose if the universe decreed thou shalt have only one?  

Oh what a nightmare this question is! Anyone who can answer this easily is a lucky man, or 

woman. Trading it in every week for something entirely different doesn’t count. You are 

required to keep it, it’s a life style choice.  

 

Anyone who wants to invent alternative or extra questions is welcome to.  
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Lovely Hazel’s Regional Recipes 

Russian Poppy Seed Cake  

87 grams or ¾ cup poppy seeds  

225 ml or 1 cup milk  

227 grams or ½ 1b butter plus some to grease 

the tin with  

170 grams or 1 cup unrefined sugar  

3 eggs  

280 grams or 2 cups flour  

1 tablespoon baking powder  

1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda  

½ teaspoon sea salt  

1 teaspoon vanilla extract  

3 tablespoon lemon juice  

1 teaspoon lemon rind  

In a small saucepan scald the milk and poppy 

seeds, by heating to boiling point (do not boil) 

and removing instantly from the heat, then 

leave to cool.  

Preheat the oven to 180ºF, 350ºC, Gas mark 

4. Grease the tin with butter, you can use a 

Bundt tin, tube tin, or 2 loaf tins.  

In a large mixing bowl cream together the 

butter and sugar.  

Add the eggs one by one and beat well as 

you do.  

In a separate bowl, sift all the dry                

ingredients. Add a little to the creamed 

butter and sugar mix then a little of the    

poppy seed milk, alternating each and       

stirring gently, just enough to mix. Finally 

add the lemon juice, lemon rind and vanilla 

essence.  

Pour the cake mix into the greased tin and 

bake for 40 minutes, use a skewer or knife to 

test whether the cake is cooked in the      

middle, if it comes out clean it’s done. Allow 

to cool for 15 minutes, transfer to a plate 

and cool completely. Delicious! 

( A bundt tin is what gives the cake the 

shape as pictured. It looked rather nice in 

colour!) 

The editorial opinion is that you should make 

the cake in the comfort and controlled       

environment of your own kitchen rather 

than struggle in the wind and rain of a   

camping field on a little petrol stove. Then 

you can bring it to a rally in all its intended 

glory and make some friends.  

Here’s an idea!  Fed up with fried sausages 

and bacon?  Sick of cheese sandwiches?  Too 

tight to eat in the local pub next to the 

campsite?  Get creative, invent some tasty 

camping stove cuisine we can all try and   

enjoy.  We love the outdoor life. 
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REGALIA 

T-Shirt—Polo Shirts—Sweat Shirts: Choice of 

either the Silver Club Logo or the  Silver Star Logo over 

the left breast and in all the popular sizes: Normal 

range of sizes:     Medium - Large - Extra Large - XXL & 

XXXL  

Hooded Sweat Shirts £18.00   

These are normally on an order basis, 

as we only hold one or two in stock. 

Full & Half Zip Fleeces - £23.50  

Product Code: COC-FL. 100% Polyester, unlined. Comes with Silver Club Logo or Star 

Logo over the left breast. These are great for chilly mornings on the rally field. Normal 

range of sizes: Medium - Large - Extra Large - XXL & XXXL  

Regatta Dover Fleeced Lined Jacket - £47.00 

Product Code: COCJ1. Waterproof, Windproof hydrafort polyester fabric. Fully lined 

with Thermo-guard insulation. Taped seams, concealed hood and adjustable cuffs. 2 

zipped lower pockets. These jackets are very nice and comfortable and come with the 

Star Logo on the left breast as with other products. There is also the clubs web ad-

dress (www.cossackownersclub.co.uk) across the shoulders on the back. Colours: Only 

in Black with Silver Logo and writing. Sizes: M (40") - L (42") - XL (44") - XXL(47") - XXXL

(50") Chest (to fit).  

Woolly Hats - £8.50 The woolly hat 

is the knitted type and again with either 

club logo. This is an essential bit of kit 

for any club member.  

Baseball Caps - £9.00 Adjustable band 

at back, supplied in Black or Blue. One size 

fits all, choice of either the standard Club 

Logo or Star Logo. 

Club Umbrella £27.00  

Golf sized brollies in two types 

with COC logos on 2 panels. 

Key Ring 

£1.50   

Cossack Owners Club metal 

ring on an easy tag. 
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HUMOUR 

The Pusher 

A friend of mine lives out in the countryside, 

up in Cumbria, many miles from the nearest 

town or village.  One night, in the early 

hours, he's awoken by a loud hammering on 

the door and frantic ringing of the doorbell.  

He jumps out of bed, heart pounding.  Is it 

the Police?  Are the kids OK? 

He looks out of the window.  It's dark but 

there's a full moon and he can just make out 

an old Planeta propped up against his gate.  

The doorbell rings again and the banging  

resumes so he runs off downstairs, opens 

the door and sees this lonely figure standing 

outside.  “Do you know what time it is?  

What the **** do you want?” 

The man says; “Sorry to trouble you mate, 

but any chance you could give me a push?” 

My friend was not amused, “What do you 

think you're doing at this time?  It's the   

middle of the bloody night and I've got work 

in the morning.  Push off.” 

He slams the door and goes back to bed 

grumbling, by which time his wife is wide 

awake and wants to know what's going on.  

So he explains and she goes spare.  “Don't 

you remember that time when my appendix 

burst and our Land Rover broke down on the 

way to the hospital?  We knocked on    

somebody's door and I'd have died if that 

nice man hadn't given us a push.  Get back 

down those stairs and help the man out.” 

My friend felt quite ashamed.  “Those 

Planetas can be temperamental,” he 

says, “The poor guy must be knackered 

kicking it.  You're right, I suppose I ought 

to give him a push.” 

So he trots downstairs and opens the 

door, but he can see nothing.  No man, 

just the bike by the gate.  But he hears a 

strange noise, a sort of squeaking noise.  

Eeeee,  Eeeee,  So he calls out, “Is any-

body there?”  Nothing, just Eeeee,  

Eeeee.  So he calls out louder, “Hello, are 

you there?  Are you still looking for a 

push?”  Just then, the Eeeee noise stops 

and he hears a voice.  It's distant, barely 

more than a whisper, saying: “Please... 

I'm over here.... on the swing.” 

Adapted, with thanks, from 'Harleyquin 

magazine' by kind permission of the   

Harley-Davidson Riders' Club of Great 

Britain. 
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RADIO HORIZONTAL 

What did you think of that then?  You have just read my first attempt at editing and the 

process has involved clambering up the north face of the learning curve that is Microsoft 

Publisher.  I’m a mechanic really and beavering away at a computer for days has been an 

insight into another life. 

Complaints, criticism and derision will all be considered as feedback so if anything jumps 

out at you as in need of improvement, please say so.  Are the pictures big enough, is the 

text too big, should there be more or less of something?  Don’t simply feel dissatisfied and 

let it go.  This magazine is the public face of the Cossack Owner’s Club and an important 

weapon in convincing the motorcycling interested public that Soviet era motorcycles and 

their evolution into the sensible alternative is a route to eternal happiness.  After some 

forty years of journalism we need all the help we can get!   

Some of the content has been experimental. This has been possible because of the lack of 

much in the way of membership contribution.  I know the wind is blowing so hard the sleet 

can’t land, it’s dark by lunch time this time of year and motorcycles are not in everyone’s 

mind.  Not only that we’ve had some rapid changes of editor recently and this has caused 

some confusion.  Those of you who sent in photographs as opposed to digital images have 

not been forgotten.  Consistent with the editorial policy of economy at all costs, our       

second hand scanner is still on Gumtree, we’ll pick it up soon.  

Having accepted Horizontal View into the tranquillity of our partnership, Lovely Hazel has 

helped immensely.  She has been an organiser of the chaotic in her professional life, in an 

office with computers, and as you might be able to tell, some of the content has been her 

idea.  Should the C.O.C enjoy a feminine component, I hope so, someone has to keep an 

eye on us. 

See you next time, Paul.        

Lovely Hazel is pictured opposite in Lutz’s 

machine shop at Kottwitz Werke in Nova 

Scotia.  Although she’s not particularly  

interested in the principles of CNC         

machining and parametric programming, 

she can understand why I am and           

appreciates the art in it as applied to    

perfecting intermediate technology. (!) 
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