
  

HORIZONTAL VIEW 
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September/October 2015 

"Hold your ground, hold your ground! Sons of mighty Cossacks, my 
brothers! I see in your eyes the same fear that would take the heart of me. A 
day may come when the courage of men fails, when we forsake our friends 

and break all bonds of fellowship, but it is not this day. An hour of 
spanners and shattered pistons, when the age of men comes crashing 

down! But it is not this day! This day we fight the DVLA! By all that you hold 
dear on this good Earth, I bid you stand, Men of the West!" 
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Our featured opportunity for adventure this issue 
comes from Explore Indochina, who you‟ve seen a 
lot more of than you might think.  The globally 
famous Minsk ridden by Richard Hammond in Top 
Gear‟s finest hour was one of theirs as was Charley 
Boorman‟s and Gordon Ramsey‟s Ural. 
 
On the front cover is one of Explore Indochina‟s fleet 
of Urals, somewhere in Vietnam and elsewhere in 
this magazine. 
 
Some of that beautiful shiny thing is Planeta Sport 
with the rest customised by Yuri Shif.  Oh how I wish 
I could find a bigger picture! 
 
Aragorn‟s speech at the Black 
Gate before the battle of 
Swansea from Lord of the 
Rings‟ Return of the President 
fills out much of the rest of the 
cover, with relevance added 
by Peter Ballard.  Caveat 
Emptor continues. 
 

 
I know I shouldn‟t do it but one 
only has to spend a few 
minutes trawling the internet 
for interesting stuff to fill a 
magazine with before one 
stumbles across something 
like this, oh well.  Insert your 
favourite flat twin joke 
here………... 

 
 
 
 
 
Rob Wheatley, Wotton-under-Edge, Glocs. 
Adrian Bevan, Feltham, Mddx. 
Miroslaw Hyczko, Ashford Kent 
Gordon Coomber, Taunton, Somerset. 
Wayne Noble, Callington, Cornwall. 
Curly Cornish, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk. 
Karl Clayton, Sheffield, S. Yorks 
Paddy Hitchings, Umberleigh, Devon. 
Shaun Clements, Kettering, N. Hants. 
Stuart Hodsell, Leicester. 
Robin Alexander, Coventry, Warks. 
Marcus Lewis, Erdington, Birmingham. 
Clive Austin, Petersfield, Hants. 
Danny Mackey, Coleraine, Londonberry. 
James Kersey, Deal, Kent. 
Ray Forster, Potters Bar, Herts. 
Marcin Adamowski, Aylesbury, Bucks. 
David Giles-Probert, Woodgate Valley, Birmingham. 
Digby Greenhalgh, Vietman 
 
The bi-monthly nature of this magazine means that 
some of our new friends have already introduced 
themselves, thank you gentlemen. 
 
 
 
 
From France we have this……….. 
 
Hi, probably have you had echoes of the revival 
experienced by the brand URAL sidecar around the 
world.  In this dynamic, we create the association 
URAL FRANCE, which accompanies and supports 
owners and the dealers network. 
 
To celebrate its promising beginning and affirm its 
international links, URAL FRANCE organizes this 
year its first European meeting the 25, 26 and 27 
September 2015 in Salon-de-Provence. The details 
of meeting are available on our website.  We invite 
your members to this event and we hope to meet you 
and talk with you there. 
 
Best regards, Ural France Team. 
 
The Ural France website has blogs, videos, technical 
instruction, tales of epic adventures and on the home 
page you‟ll find a link to a video posted by Bruno 
called “Wilkinson brothers: sidecar scrambling.”  The 
best bit of which is the near miraculous achievement 
of throwing a rugby ball into a disappearing sidecar. 
Watch it and wonder how many thousands of times 
they missed.  Click on “liens” on the contents bar to 
find another link to Hubert Krieguel‟s “Timeless Ride” 
website.  That‟ll waste a day, if you can call such a 
thing a waste.  Do it instead of watching television. 

Front cover 

 
 
 
President &Technical Advisor Peter Ballard: 
01225 891634.  pjb.barnend@icdonline.co.uk 
General Secretary: Tony Jones:  01942 
605949/07504 700522 
cossack@blueyonder.co.uk 
Treasurer: Phil Inman:  01780 720420 
coc.treasurer@mail.com 
Membership Secretary Gina Inman 01780 
720420 
membership@cossackownersclub.co.uk 
Show Organiser: Carl Booth:  01253 720327  
comradecarl@tiscali.co.uk 
Webmaster: Dave Cox:  01794 884492 
info@russianmotorcycles.co.uk 
Regalia: Phil & Gina Inman  01780 720420 
regalia@cossackownersclub.co.uk 
Magazine editor  Paul Codling 01508 520890  
paulcodling@mail.com 

Politburo 

A warm welcome 
to……. 

www.ural-france.com 
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The Cossack club has its own Facebook page, “like” the page and keep up to date with what‟s 
happening.  To get there try www.facebook.com/cossackownersclub 
 
September 4/5/6th is the 3rd Stags Head Rally  The café and campsite are 
situated on the A623 between Chapel-en-le-Frith and Baslow in Derbyshire.  
Gary Carroll is the man contact on cossackglc@yahoo.com 
 
September 13th is the second Cossack Grand Day Out. So far this year we‟ve had 

meeting places at The Super Sausage Café on the A5 near Silverstone with Phil and Gina and this 
one with Tony Jones who says ………... 
 
I'd like to nominate Devils Bridge at Kirkby Lonsdale for the Grand Day out in the North West. 
Meet up any time between 11am and 2pm. There's usually plenty of poseurs on their rocket ships 
trying to impress everyone so why not show them some real metal. The first Grand Day Out was 
less well attended than expected which means this second one will be a perfect opportunity for all 
those people gutted to have missed it last time. 
 
October 17/18th is the Classic Motorcycle Mechanics Show at Stafford County 
Showground  Comrade Carl‟s stand will be here as usual representing the club.  Entry to the 

show is free for anyone who displays a bike on the stand, in fact they pay you!  To offer your 
motorcycle or help, contact comradecarl@tiscali.co.uk   
 
October 9/10/11th is this year‟s autumn Dent rally at Conder Farm Dent LA10 5QT.  
Vince Briers is the man to call on 07850 770176.  Google Dent Dale for inspiration. 

 
The Wartburg Trabant IFA club dates are September 5/6th at Foxfield Railway, 
Stoke on Trent and October 10th at Coventry Transport Museum.  These 
events are vehicle days, meaning anything from east of the iron curtain. 
Richard Hemington on 01206 792360 or at events@ifaclub.co.uk can tell you 
all you need to know. These events include “road cruises”, displays, hot food, 
camping and everything you would expect to enjoy at a vehicle rally.  And two 
stroke cars!  What more do you want? 

 
If you‟ve nothing better to do, get on Youtube, 
search DKW1000 ccm 2-stroke racing car, plug in 
some thunderous speakers and let „em do their 
thing!  That‟s only a Trabbie on the left by the way.  
 
Then while you‟ve still got them plugged in check 
out Russischer Sternmotor-Russian Radial Engine 
Start and Run.  A bit like four and a half Dneprs, 30 
litres of „em! 
 
On the subject of Youtube, the art page in the last 
issue featured a picture of a radial engined 
motorcycle I assumed was a digital render.  Such is 
the progress of media technology that these days 

beauty and reality blur in a virtual world where anything‟s possible.  Would you believe that I saw the 
very same radial motorcycle run on Youtube.  It‟s a real motorcycle, it works and it was built by 
Jesse James Motorcycles in California.  More astonishing still, it‟s not a borrowed aeroplane engine, 
Jesse James built that as well, from scratch.  I just happen to come across it while I was wasting my 
life bouncing round the internet, in a clip from the Jay Leno Show. 

Forthcoming Events 
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Paul March lives in Swansea and has this to 
say………….. 
 
My work shop is about 1 mile as the crow flies from 
the DVLA . I can see the monstrosity from the door 
way. Consequently I know people that work there or 
have worked there & one of the problems that they 
have is the high turnover of staff. We are not talking 
months but weeks, some people only last days in the 
job. So sometimes if you are talking to a clerk on the 
phone it's quite possible the guys only just got 
through training & knows less than you do & probably 
thinking of jacking the job next week so doesn't care 
what happens. 
 
What I have been told to do if you cannot get a 
satisfactory answer is first ask for their name then 
ask to speak to their supervisor, that's worked for me 
in the past. After 27 years @ sea in everybody's 
navy's I started to rebuild military vehicles for 
enthusiast & films, everything from bikes to tanks  
some of these had to be road legal. Now there used 
to be a form V55 I think & I would phone up for this 
form to be sent to me to register an ex military 
vehicle at lest twice a year & every other time that I 
phoned I would be told that it was not possible. OK I 
would say can I now speak to your supervisor. There 
would then be silence for 2 mins & the same voice 
will say I put the form in the post sir. You see that 
they work on the civil service principal if you say no 
you can't have! Then you can't get into trouble.  
 
I don't know if you are aware of this but the DVLA  no 
longer have examiners or examining bays & HQ. 
They have also cut down on the number of clubs 
able to examine bikes & those that are still able to 
have been given stricter guide lines.  I know because 
I am a machine examiner for as you say the Mighty 
Vintage motorcycle club. Something else most 
people don't know, even the locals, that the DVLA 
hold regular number plate auctions . so when you 
think about it why should the DVLA give away their 
valuable age related numbers to scruffy  communist 
motorcyclists  like us lot when they can sell them to 
filthy  capitalists & make  LOADS of MONEY. 
Sent from my iPad  Regards Paul March. 
 
David Giles-Probert is having a DVLA experience too 
and he doesn‟t even have a motorcycle yet!  We‟ll 
just have to accept that the paperwork is going to 
consume as much time, effort and patience as 
rebuilding the engine, painting the tinware or the rest 
of the project.  The journey is the destination. 
 
You‟re into military vehicles then Paul. The next few 
pages should cheer you up a bit.  I tried the link from 
the Northern World War Two Association website 
mentioned in the next article.  They‟ve got several 

T34s, PPsh submachine guns and a bloke called 
Brian who dresses up like Stalin! 
 
 
 
 
My age is 68, I'm divorced, but still living with my ex-
wife. I have 2 children and 3 Grandchildren 
I do not have a bike at the moment, but hope to 
purchase one in the near future. I live in Birmingham, 
and have been a Member in the past.  My main 
Interest are 1st & 2nd  World War, and I collect 
German Medals, Helmets and Pickelhaubes,(.I may 
post a picture of some of them, if appropriate.) and 
not forgetting Motor Cycle Combinations. I have had 
many in the past, mostly Russian outfits.   I have a bit 
of a problem with DVLA at the moment, with regards 
to me being able to drive a Motor Bike, or a trike, 
motorbike and side car, due to me only have an 
Automatic only Driving licence on medical grounds, 
( I did have a full driving licence) but I am working on 
it! 
 
 
 

Just a few pics of the DNEPR K750 we use as a 
recon vehicle for our T34/85 at military shows in the 
UK, but as the bike is a 1963 model we are keen to 
get our hands on a genuine WW2 example. if any of 
the club members know of one for sale in the UK 
perhaps they could let us know. 
The bike is used as part of our depiction of the Soviet 
Army 13th Guards Tank Brigade 1944. We have a 
website that can be accessed via the Northern World 

DVLA, bless ‘em 

David Giles-Probert 

Martin Davis’ page 
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 War 2 Assoc, just 
follow the link for 13th 
Soviet Guards.  We 
would love to hear 
from any other 
members with military 
outfits interested in this 
period. 
Thanks, Martin Davis. 

Our brief excursion to the dark side in search of a 
balanced perspective for this issue is centred round 
the fact that many of our favourite motorcycle 
manufacturers made much of their money out of 
something infinitely more lethal.  CZ, BSA, IZH and 
Royal Enfield to name a few all manufactured 
weapons.  

While scouring the 
internet for evidence 
that the Voskhod 3 
pictured left really did 
leave Kovrov in 1984, I 
discovered that it was 
produced by the 
Degtyarev plant who‟s 
most successful product 

was (seen below) the Shpagin designed PPsh sub 
machine gun.  The Red 
Army was apparently 
shocked by the Finns 
tactical use of their 
beautifully made Suomi 
KP31 in the densely 
wooded countryside in 
which the winter war was 

fought.  A cheaper version was commissioned using 
flimsy steel stampings instead of the Suomi‟s milled 
parts (sound familiar?) to produce something 
available quickly and profusely.  Early versions were 
a bit of an animal.  The distinctive round 71 shot 
magazine was made of metal only 0.5mm thick, and 
dented easily trapping the bullets inside it.  Automatic 
fire only and a high rate of fire made 71 bullets 
necessary.  By spring 1942 the Degtyarev works and 
its satellites were delivering 3,000 units per day!!!! 

This is 15 year old 
Erika Szeles lining up 
to face the Red Army 
during the Hungarian 
revolution in 1956 
armed with her PPsh. 
 
The thoughts provoked 
here are that the 
radicalization of youth 
is not a recent 
phenomenon and 
whether young Erika 
was a heroine or not 
depends on who wrote 
her history.  She was shot by the Russians. 

The man in the stripy T shirt is happy not because 
he‟s sitting on the barrel of an abandoned ex US 
Army self propelled gun, but because it‟s in a 
museum in Vietnam where he‟s on holiday with…….. 
 
 
 

Everything you need to know about hiring a Minsk or 
a Ural for a guided tour around Vietnam or Laos is on 
the Explore Indochina website where you‟ll discover 
that some very famous people have been there 
before you.  Almost as famous as Richard Hammond 
himself, the mighty matt black (pink) Minsk has 
become an icon and is responsible for introducing 
the marque to the general public. Google Explore 
Indochina and start saving up!  I emailed them to ask 
if I could use some pictures from their gallery and 
here they are. 
 
 
 
 

Guns and motorcycles 

Explore Indochina 
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Gordon Ramsey is pictured above about to mount a 
„kin Ural and below Charley Boorman makes a much 
more sensible choice of motorcycle than he‟s used 
to. 

And this is THE Minsk, starring in the show that 
made everybody want one (?) or was it just me? 

How much adventure do you need? 

In his return email Digby, Mr Explore Indochina, said 
 
“We managed to get the Urals off the cops and they 
date back to the mid 70's. They are all M67s. Got lots 
of spare parts as well, though I have to use the 
Polish guy now for bits. We mostly take the side cars 
off as rig riding is a little hectic here.”  and 
 
“The riding out here is very good, so maybe we will 
see some of you guys out here sometime soon. 
Happy to swing a deal!” 

Oh yes please!!! 
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Hello All. 
My name is Adrian Bevan. My other half is Julie. 
I‟ve been riding since 1973 and acquired a 2001 Ural 
Wolf recently (my first Russian bike). I also currently 
own a 2012 Bonneville and a 1999 Kawasaki W650. 
I‟ve lost count of how many bikes I‟ve owned in the 
past. 
 
I currently work (pro-bono) for a military charity 
having spent a long time with the MoD.  Aside from 
motorcycles, I‟m into pushbikes, planes trains 
automobiles and ships…….and Sharpe, MASH and 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer. 
 
As you may have deduced, I‟m a bit long in the tooth 
now but I‟ve cycled up to 210 miles a day on a 
pushbike and have done cycle trips across the USA 
and Australia plus a lot of Europe.  I‟ve done some 
private flying including aerobatics plus some 
parachuting.  I discovered that carburettor icing is a 
lot more” interesting” in a single engine aircraft than 
with a motorcycle, but I lived to tell the tale. 
 
I ran a 6.6 litre Trans Am for a long time but then 
decided to focus on the bikes.  Have been to every 
continent except Antarctica, spending quite a time at 
sea on cruise ships - thanks to Wife‟s travel 
concessions. 
 
I also love steam locomotives and am a member of 
the Mid Hants Railway Preservation Society aka the 
Watercress Line.  However, back to the Ural Wolf. 

A really characterful and interesting bike to ride, 
representing a little bit of a challenge compared with 
the more technically advanced bikes I‟ve ridden. (A 
guy at college had a Ural back in the seventies and I 
always remember it as standing out from the crowd).  
The point is, the Wolf  is fun to ride and feels like it‟s 
working at c55 Mph. Sitting back with my feet up on 
the forward controls  as it lumbered along in the 
sunshine today was just great,  Just wish I could get 
hold of a proper Owner's manual, the PDF one on 

the web is not very helpful. Also, getting a second set 
of keys looks like it won't be simple. I would very 
much like to meet up with Wolf owners, few though 
they may be as I will need advice.  I guess a key 
point for me is that riding motorcycles should be 
good fun and a positive memorable experience.  
Technical sophistication and the eradication of all 
technical eccentricities doesn‟t necessarily mean a 
better day out on a motorcycle.  However, I‟m not 
keen on major malfunctions so fingers crossed. 
 
 
 
 
David and Anne Greenwood have been out with the 
Hedingham sidecar people again.  Here‟s David……. 
 
Thanks to all those members and Cossack owners 
who attended our Jacks Hill day meet.  Attendance 
was good from all clubs and enthusiasts.  This was 
despite the MCN festival at Peterborough and 
several other events held locally.   

 
Best Outfit award went 
to a lovely 1920's BSA 
with a period boat 
sidecar.   
Best 3 Wheeler went 
to a Morgan.  Weather 
was good all day and a 
good ride both ways. 

 
Do we 
know these 
people, 
also 
pictured by 
David at 
Jacks Hill?  
They look 
highly 
compatible 
with the 
Cossack 
Owner‟s Club.  Are they members? 

Adrian Bevan’s page 

Jacks Hill 
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Hello all. I'm Stuart Hodsell membership number 
4013/7. It was my 16 birthday in 64 that I took to two 
wheels on my D1 Bantam.I have owned a number of 
British bikes. Now I own a Triumph T100 combo, and 
a 1967 B S A Bantam D10.  As you may see from the 
photo my Dnepr is in need of lots of TLC.  

At the moment the Dnepr is a non runner, the wiring 
needs looking at. The old girl should be going into 
the shop soon to be brought up to MOT standard. 
Hope to see you all soon. Stuart. 

 
 
 
I am a new member who is currently restoring a IZH 
Jupiter 3 combination but I have just finished the 
restoration of a rare and hardly known of British 
combination that may of interest to your sidecar 
members. 

The bike was the brain child of the late bike designer/
engineer Chris Castell who was the owner of Austel 
Engineering and manufacturer of Austel Motorcycles. 
His idea was to produce a bike that was economical 
to use and service compared to Japanese bikes of 
the day and thus he started putting Austin Mini 
engines into motorcycles. The name Austel was an 
amalgamation of Austin and Castell. The history of 
these bikes is a little thin but after some prototypes 
he produced his first solo bike called the Lotec of 
which one is on display at the London Motorcycle 
Museum. He then decided this bike would be ideal 
for use with a sidecar as the standard hand gear 
change could be used and consequently created the  
Pullman. 

My machine is the Austel Pullman which has a 1300 
Mini Metro engine, hand gear change, servo assisted 
foot clutch, leading link front forks, bespoke steel 
wheels and a Martello Kent sidecar that has a long 
rang fuel tank in the boot! I think only 11 Lotecs and 
Pullmans were made between 85 & 91 of which 10 

Stuart Hodsell’s page Jon Twine’s page 
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 were before his death and my machine is number 10. 
There was a 4 page article published about the 
Pullman combination prototype in Motorcycle Sport 
June 1987 and there is a brief entry in Wikipedia. 

  
My bike will be at the Bonhams, 
Beaulieu auction of classic bikes 
and cars on the 5th September if 
any members would like to see 
this very eccentric and unusual 
machine. 
 
I haven't many photo's of my 76 Jupiter 3K as once I 
got it home I started taking it apart. I bought it in 
Somerset which isn't too far away from where I live in 
Wiltshire and was able to fit in the back of my 
Peugeot Expert Combo van!  

The bike was originally imported from Lithuania 
and on reading the article in your latest mag it looks 
like I will be having a good deal of trouble getting it 
registered in the UK especially as it has the 8 digit 
frame number (engine has same number) instead of 
the required today 16 digit VIN number by DVLA.  

My bike has the high scrambler front mudguard 
which some Jupiter 3's have and some have 
standard type above the wheel. Do you know why 
they vary? Due to rust on wheel rims and sidecar 
chrome trim, plus the high mudguard and that it still 
has the carb snow shields I have decided to restore it 
as a military style combo. I may also have to convert 
the sidecar to be on the inside if when it eventually 
gets registered it's given the current date and not 76 
meaning the pre 81 sidecar law would not apply. 
 
The eight digit frame number shouldn‟t be a problem 
and if it matches the engine number all will be well in 
the end because you know they both left Russia 
together, at the same time.  You just have to 
convince your clerk at DVLA of that. Do you have 
Lithuanian paperwork Jon, with the date of 
registration there?  It‟ll make things so much easier. 

 
Jon found this picture 
on the internet. 
Presumably he‟ll be 
able to refer to it as a 
guide during the 
restoration of his own 
Jupiter. 
 

This is another example of the phenomenon rearing 
it‟s ugly head on page two.  You fire up the lappy, 
user name, password, launch the web browser, type 
in Russian motorcycles, go from there to here to 
somewhere else and oh my goodness look at her! 
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In part two David Cox checks out his purchase in 
detail and slips into the present tense for the rebuild, 
dating the episodes to give us some idea of just what 
an epic project this was. 
 
After a slow careful trip back to Sherbourne we 
arrived at the garage where Chris keeps his M66 
outfit, better 
known as „Boris‟. 
(pictured right) It 
didn‟t take us long 
to unload the 
Jawa into the 
garage, but now 
he will have a bit 
of sorting out to 
do as his garage 
is about the same 
size as mine, medium to small. When the outfits are 
in, there is not a lot of room left. 
 
Driving back we were trying to think of a name for the 
Jawa, but not knowing any Czechoslovakian we 
couldn‟t think of any appropriate names, well not 
clean ones anyway, apart the one name that always 
used to come to mind to so many 2-stroke owners, 
especially in winter and that is “B - - - - - d” short for 
“Start yer b - - - - - d”. Hopefully this will not cause 
offence any 2-stroke owners who whole heartily 
reject such names, but I refer to my early memories 
when I owned an Aerial Leader, sorry, Aerial 
Pollution. 

 
I have now had 
a chance to look 
at the M66 
carefully and 
have discovered 
that not only 
has the engine 
in the 
motorcycle 
been restored, 
but also when 

all the parts had been unwrapped there is a brand 
new M66 engine there, with the parts in various 
stages of disassembly. The crankcase still has the 
con rod supporting plates bolted on. Nearly 
everything is there to make two complete engines 
with just the carbs missing from the new engine. 
 
 
There are signs that the gent who owned it had a 
problem at some stage during its early life, as there 
are several seized bearings and graunched gears 
sitting in old greased boxes along with old split pins, 
rounded nuts, bolts that have been cross-threaded 
as well as old washers, etc.  
 

I think it‟s a disease 
that we all get at 
times called 
„Jackdaw 
syndrome‟. All of 
these items have 
been carefully 
placed into old 
matchboxes and 
cigar tins. It gets 

you thinking and recognising the same behaviour 
that we all do when keeping old bits, thinking that 
someday it will come in useful, but actually they‟re 
not a lot of use at all, but we keep them anyway just 
in case someday you think, ah, I‟ve got something 
that will fit that. Of course this rarely happens? 

 
The tank is the one 
item that has not 
been painted as 
yet, but it still is in 
very good 
condition. The key 
for the toolbox was 
sitting in it along 
with the steering 

lock keys. The inside of the fuel tank looks like it has 
been lined and I think that re-spraying it was the next 
stage. I‟m told that it is rare to have the white 
banding round the tank, it is very discoloured but I 
shall try and do something with it. 
 
Both wheels are 
matched and 
painted green with 
gold spokes; each 
spoke adjuster has 
been painted black 
which, looks quite 
good and I may try 
and keep this 
feature.  Around 
the rim on both sides are painted a black, blue and 
white stripe, if this is the original wheel I shall attempt 
to keep this, as it is quite attractive. 

 
Carefully wrapped in 
material and 
newspapers is the 
front mudguard, this I 
think has been re-
sprayed and a 
teardrop light 
attached. Combined 
with the white side 

with black and gold striping the whole wing looks 
good.  The newspapers are dated 1985; perhaps 
that‟s how long it has been wrapped up? 
 
I was just going to rebuild it and leave the paintwork 
as it is, but I have decided to strip it down again and 

Ural M66 restoration 
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 start from scratch. 
The motorcycle 
could have stood 
for years with no 
attention, so if I just 
rebuilt it I could get 
problems later on.  
 
I reduced my 
Dnepr to kit form 
and rebuilt it and I must say it has been worth it. The 
M66 is almost original so I am going to try and keep it 
that way with the exception of the white side panels. 
The frame has been painted black, so I will re-spray 
it the same blue as the rest, with a gold coach line 
around it. Hopefully this will look good and in keeping 
with the original. The pots have also been painted 
black; hopefully I will be able to find some paint to 
match the rest of the bike without making it look odd. 

 
1st December 2001 

 
It hasn‟t taken me 
very long to 
completely strip the 
bike down, just a few 
days. As you can see, 
I‟ve decided to go for 
broke and do a 
complete job on it. So 
here we have the 
frame, once stripped I could see it had at some stage 
been painted, but not very well. It looks like the type 
of spray job that I could do in the garage, OK, but not 
brilliant, you can never get that final deep shine on 
DIY spraying.  
 
I had problems getting the swinging arm bushes to 
move – so they are still in there. If it won‟t shift and it 
looks like you‟re about to screw it up – leave it alone 
or get someone else who knows what they‟re doing.  
God save us from these amateurs I here you say?  
 
The wheels are also stripped with the rims and the 
spokes currently with some chap, who, I‟m told is a 

very good at 
chrome 
plating.  
James 
Wheildon is 
once again 
rebuilding 
the wheels 

for me, and will make a good job of it if my MT9 
wheels are anything to go by.  
 
Building wheels is one of those arts that look easy 
until you come to try it for yourself. Just to hold the 
rim and hub in the right place and trying to attach a 
few spokes is mind-boggling enough without even 
trying to tighten them. I was amazed how easy it was 
to make the wheel, which starts off round and by the 
time I had my hands on it for a while began looking 
like an egg. Then I remembered when I was in short 
trousers a few years ago, I had screwed up several 
wheels on my pushbike. With the puncture repair 
outfit came this curious tool called a spoke spanner.  
 
Being an inquisitive little brat, I tried this tool on my 
wheels and Hey Presto! egg shaped wrinkly wheels. 
“That‟s how I did it” I thought.  
It‟s amazing how easily you can read your parents 
minds, just the right look from them and you know 
you‟ve been a dickhead. 
 
As well as the wheels, everything else that needs 
chroming has been sent away. I‟ve been a bit 
excessive in chroming some parts that chrome has 
never reached before, such as the rear brake rod 
and levers, it may look silly but we shall see. 
 
All the essential 
parts will be plated; 
luckily none of the 
bits have any dents 
so hopefully it will 
all look very new. 
 
On my last visit to 
the sprayers I took 
some tank 
transfers there, and it so happened that my bits had 
been delivered back from blasting that morning. They 
were in the middle of the first coat; I think it‟s a 
coating of something to stop it rusting. At that stage 
the metal would be very vulnerable to damp.  
 
Looking at it you could see some very funny welds in 
the frame and other places. It makes you wonder 
why they had to weld up the frame. Really, I wish I 
hadn‟t seen that, it will always be in the back of the 
mind, especially when leaning the bike over round 
hard bends, would the weld hold?? 
 
The fuel tank and mudguards didn‟t look very pretty 
sat on the floor. It‟s strange to look at metal that has 
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 just been bead 
blasted, every spec 
of old paint, rust and 
grease patch has 
gone leaving a 
surface that an etch 
prime can cling to., 
strange colour as 
well. 
 

As promised, I delivered the engine to Chris Smith 
and he is performing a close inspection on it. I have 
asked him while he has it apart to get the crank 
balanced. It‟s the one thing that always worries me, 
not so much with the Ural engine, but the Dnepr 
engine if over reved, the crankshaft spends the last 
two seconds of its life as shrapnel. It would be most 
embarrassing picking up parts of engine by the side 
of the road. That will hopefully be an experience that 
I will avoid. 

To sum up, at the present time, I don‟t have a 
motorcycle in the garage; it‟s spread all over the 
country. 
 
 
 
We call her that because she has so much charm, 
personality and character that to know her is to love 
her.  I rode a Yamaha for more than twenty years.  I 
crossed continents, competed in enduros and 
commuted to work.  The tale of its return after it was 
stolen is spookier than any ghost story but after all 
that it was still only a Yamaha, made in Japan. 

 
Sometimes Serenity 
doesn‟t make it home, 
sometimes she does.  One 
cylinder died on the way 
home from camping with 
the BTSC because one pin 
fell out of the ignition rotor.  
Lovely Hazel never climbs 
on board without her AA 
card in her pocket, but she 
loves our Ural too. 

 
 
 
Richard Powis slows down his Dnepr. 
 
Some years ago I was having to travel several 
hundred  miles every week, so I investigated how I  
might improve the family finances by converting my 
Dnepr to diesel fuel and save Pounds. 
 
Fortunately, I had a spare Dnepr in the garage and 
here it is, having been chopped in half, lengthened, 
widened and modified to fit the engine which I found 
on Ebay. 

Please, if you intend to follow my example, 
remember that it is not that easy to do, especially if 
you do not have high power Welding facilities, 
access to a large lathe, good contacts: Dieselbike.net 
is a good start, plenty of time and insanity. 
 
I was fortunate to borrow an industrial welder, 
located at a farmyard where I could also rob from a 
large pile of rusty scrap steel. 
 
A very good engineering firm, in the southern, 
industrial, part of our county, machined out the Petter 
engine flywheel and fitted the modified Dnepr clutch 
basket to it. I found some scrap 12mm Ally plate and 
made up a conversion plate to accommodate the 
gearbox and mate it to the engine's bell housing. 

 
A few rummages around other peoples' back yards, 
(with permission) provided second hand parts to 
convert the engine to  variable speed. Once bolted 
into the frame and aligned with the final drive, a 
genuine Dnepr advance and retard lever provided 

Economy at all costs 

Serenity 
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 control to stop the engine and the twistgrip 
connected to the variable speed apparatus on the 
governor. 
 
Starter power, however, from a NOS Lucas motor 
was not enough to crank up the diesel, and also, 
foolishly, I failed to make sure that the starter pinion 
was of the correct mesh. Result: mashed up starter 
ring on flywheel. 

 
Beware, industrial diesel 
parts are VERY 
expensive, around four to 
five times dearer than 
automotive, for the same 
thing.   
 

Riding the outfit proved to be one of those 
experiences that leaves a permanent impression on 
one. The little engine, only 734cc capacity, was more 
than powerful enough  to pull away with a solo gear 
fitted (9teeth to 35 or 3.89:1) but the governor would 
not allow the speed to increase beyond 45mph. 
Nevertheless, I managed to find a sympathetic MOT 
tester and arranged for the DVLA to be informed of 
the changes. Subsequently a new V5 turned up and 
the whole outfit was pronounced to be officially fit for 
use on Her Majesty's highways. 

Bikesure were exceptionally helpful in covering for 
insurance, as a modified vehicle and the cost was 
not great. I can recommend them. 
 
I had wondered if my efforts at re-aligning the frame 
were adequate, having used a few basic tools to set 
up the parts which had once been so brutally 
severed. I need not have worried, as the front and 
rear wheels lined up perfectly, when checked with a 
straight edge.  
 
I had to modify the sidecar fittings to allow for extra 
width and for the front fitting to be extended, but once 
set up, handling actually exceeded the original Dnepr 
outfit stability, ironing out pitching and rolling and, 
due perhaps to the longer bars, reasonably light 
steering. Unfortunately, comfort standards fall short 

of Pullman Car rating by quite a long measure. But 
then, is that not what we expect? 

The outfit is now in the hands of a certain Mr Dave 
Urmston, who tells me he is delighted with it. I am 
disappointed that I am never likely to see it again as 
he lives right on the other side of the country, but I 
hope that he may turn up to events and rallies and 
that the modifications he makes to improve it will not 
go unnoticed. 
 
Richard Powis  
 
 
 
 
Intrepid three wheeled explorer Michael Wadsworth 
penetrates deepest, darkest Wales, although you‟ll 
need the internet to fully appreciate the adventure we 
hope his pictures tell the tale well enough. 
 
The first Friday in June l find myself at 
Newtown,Powys www.davidjonesnewtown.co.uk
(Ride-on Mowers seem now 
to be in vogue with sidecar-
ists!) arriving in the 
afternoon at Rhayader 
Wales and with the 
Mayflower MCC, camping 
weekend at the 
www.wyesidecamping.co.uk/home.html 
 
Tent up, then a wander along the Wye River footpath 
to The Eagles Inn  www.theeaglesinn.co.uk and sit 
down for the Pheasant Curry. Yes just been shot by 
the Land Lord!  Then afterwards time to wander in 
the town and have a chat with local Austin7 owner. 
southwalesaustinsevenclub.com 

Yet again another old pub The Triangle and a very 
special memorial www.roll-of-honour.com/

Wadsworth in Wales 
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 Radnorshire/Rhayader.html  Saturday morning at 
08.30am once again seated in The Eagles Inn for a 
full Welsh breakfast.   
Next fill the Ural with fuel at the local filling station 
www.etjames-sons.co.uk/about/ talking to the cashier 
about hospitals and A&E departments the nearest 
two are Hereford or Aberystwyth 40 & 35 miles away, 
so keep donating to the 
www.walesairambulance.com 

In the magazine of The Cossack Owner Club May/
June 2015 a member (Welsh Paul) had wrote about 
his home at Draenilwyn Du,1265 feet above level 
and some winters at minus 22 degrees centigrade! 
Sounds like l really need to say hello to Welsh Paul. 

My route was via the Elan Valley 
www.elanvalley.org.uk/venue/bbc-top-gear 
New word to learn RHEW. 
Quite a challenge 
to find Draenilwyn 
Du, however l did 
succeed only 
using my very 
worn Philip's 
Navigator Britain 
map. Sorry to say 
our man Paul was 
not at home today. 
 
So time for a latte & Welsh cakes at the 

croesyceilioginn.co.uk very bike friendly Tea room 
and cafe plus Inn. 
            Siwrne dda! Michael. 

 
Presumably the last two 
of Michael‟s pictures 
are of the approach to 
Welsh Paul‟s gaff and 
that‟s it, in the trees, at 
the bottom of the 
previous page.  
Perhaps it might be a 
good idea to contact 
him first if you fancy a 
visit.  You wouldn‟t want 
to get lost up there! 
 

 
 
 
Viton is a brand of synthetic rubber 
and flouropolymer elastomer 
commonly used in O rings, chemical resistant gloves 
and other extruded goods.  The name is the 
registered trade mark of DuPont Performance 
Elastomers LLC. 
 
Have the tiny neoprene washers on the end of your 
float valves dissolved in the ethanol present in 
modern petrol?  Users of the obtuse and mysterious 
K60 series carburettors bedevilled by constant 
flooding trouble might find that theirs have, mine did.  
Either that or they weren‟t made of a reliable material 
in the first place.  My local seal suppliers, Allseals 
East Anglia ltd, sold me some O rings made of Viton 
which they said would resist a vast spectrum of hydro 
carbon solvents and so far they work. 
 
Pictured propped up 
against a £1 coin is our 
first attempt at the 
correct size, our 
second, part number 
BS 002 V75, seems to 
be the fix.  These are 
3mm outside diameter 
and £1 buys two. 
 
The latest version of the K60, the aluminium bodied 
K68 is made in Taiwan. These are the ones I‟ve had 
trouble with but these Viton O rings fit the whole 
series all the way back to 197?, just so you know. 

Viton 
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Seeing the Vjatka pic in the last mag reminded me I 
meant to send a small article in about Russia's 
Vespa clone.  I did send one in a few years back but 
it fell between two editors and never appeared. 
 
Anyways, it's attached, hope it fills a hole!  Cheers; 
Stuart. 
 
THE SOVIET WASP – A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
VYATKA VP-150 
 
At the end of the 
Second World War, 
there was a desperate 
need for cheap, 
reliable, economical 
transportation to get 
war-ravaged Europe 
back to work.  There 
were also a large number of skilled workers, and 
factories geared up for mass production of war 
equipment which were now hugely underutilised.  
One outcome of this situation was the Vespa scooter, 
a simple and robust pressed steel monocoque 
design which provided clean and easy transport for 
the masses in Italy.  The reputation of this machine 
spread rapidly across Europe, and soon they were 
being ridden, and built, across the continent.  By 
1956 its reputation had even filtered through the iron 
curtain behind which existed a similar unfulfilled 
need. 

 
In 1956, the design requirements for both a light and 
a heavy scooter were passed from the government to 
the Serpukhov institute with an instruction to 
complete design work within six months.  With such a 
restriction on design time it was decided to acquire 
examples of the Vespa GS150 and Goggo TA55 
scooter for tear down and reverse engineering. 
Drawings were produced in one month and the 
Vespa-based light scooter design passed to the 
Vyatskopolyanskiy machinery factory, on the banks 
of the Vyatka river 150km south east of Izhevsk.  At 
that time the factory was producing sidecars for IZH 

motorcycles, new buildings were erected to house 
production and by the Autumn of 1956 ten pre-
production vehicles had been assembled and shown 
to the press. Series production machines went on 
sale in 1957. 

 
Differences from the Vespa parent were very few.  It 
was constructed from heavier-grade steel, which 
helped to raise the weight by 16kg to 120kg, and the 
engine was 3½hp less powerful at 4½.  This together 
with a three- rather than four-speed gearbox helped 
to make the 70km/h Vyatka 30km/h slower than the 
GS150.  An existing speedometer was used, rather 
than tool up for a copy of the stylish Vespa unit.  It 
was 4cm longer, wider tyres (10x4) were specified, 
adjustment of the headlamp was simplified, and a 
glovebox was incorporated into the monocoque, 
under the front seat.  Adding a lock to this box was 
one of the few improvements made to the scooter in 
its lifetime, the others being an increase in power of 
1hp, and a relocation of the brake pedal pivot to 
below the footboards. And in 1960 a red star mascot 
was applied to the front mudguard. 
 
The VP150 was sold 
cheaply at 350rub. which 
helped to make the 
scooter very popular 
transport; over 100,000 
were sold during its eight-
year production run.  
Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
especially considering engineering alliances with 
Italian auto makers were being set up at the time, 
production was halted in 1965 after objections from 
Piaggio, makers of the Vespa.  A modified form of 
the engine, making a full 7 ½ hp, lived on in its 
successor  the V-150, until 1974. 

 
I have never 
ridden one of 
these machines, 
but reports I have 
read have 
described it as 
feeling much 
heavier than the 
Vespa, and with a 

Stuart Morgan’s page 
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. Richard Powis is discovering this route to eternal 
happiness and reproduced in the following article is a 
pioneer‟s progress.  Here‟s how he‟s getting on with 
help from his Lithuanian friend Juri who sold him his 
Jupiter and might be able to sell you yours as well, or 
any parts you might need. 
 
I have Richard‟s permission to reproduce his emails 
on the subject which although concerned primarily 
with turning over a profit, might lead to an easier 
availability of bikes and parts from the huge reserves 
in Eastern Europe for all of us. 
 
The bikes so far have come with Russian paperwork 
which I hope DVLA will appreciate when registering 
them in the UK but registration is not a formality, not  
now DVLA seem to be making the rules up as they 
go. Horizontal View is not promoting Richard and 
Juri‟s business.  It‟s merely informing you of an 
opportunity and hopes taking advantage of it ends 
well.  

Jupiter III from Lithuania 
 
Arriving at midnight, back in May, a white van 
stopped outside our house. Two young men got out 
and rang our doorbell. 
 
In broken English, they told me that they had 
brought, from distant Lithuania, the rather forlorn 
motorcycle for which I had paid a deposit in response 
to an advert on Gumtree. They were extremely polite 
and well mannered, insisting on shaking hands in the 
customary, continental manner. I helped them to 
unload the bike and they made sure that everything 
was to my satisfaction with it before departing. I 
made payment of the balance owing, that night, on 
paypal. 
 
Shortly before that, I had sold my last Dnepr outfit 
(the one with the diesel engine) so some of the cash 
went on a new project; one which would take up less 
space. 

Caveat emptor 

much less refined ride; the lack of power seems to be 
less of a problem than you might expect.  Examples I 
have seen have appeared to be quite nicely made, 
the sheet metal work fitting together well, and the 
welding quality being of a better standard than on the 
flat-twins of that era.  Unfortunately I have not been 
able to add one to my stable – yet.   

They are reasonably plentiful in Germany but not so 
common here in UK.  I‟ve looked at a few, but as 
usual with old bikes these days the sellers‟ 
expectations on price („it‟s a rare scooter, the only 
one in UK‟) didn‟t match the condition and work 
required on the machines.  So if you have one 
clogging up your garage, let me know! 
 
It‟s funny you should mention that Viatkas are 
available in Germany Stuart.  I was camped next to 
the German marque specialist at the British Two 
Stroke Club‟s annual rally and AGM recently who told 
me something like half the cheap classics for sale on 
German Ebay are Russian two strokes and if you 
want a project Planeta, Jupiter, Voskhod or Minsk, 
Germany is the place to be.  There seems to be a 
drifting west of the Soviet Union‟s venerable work 
horses.  Here‟s a little more on that subject………. 
 
 
 
 
In part one we wondered if DVLA were on our side or 
not.  Since then we‟ve achieved success!  The 
editorial Jupiter is registered and whirring, chafing 
and rattling round the Norfolk countryside as only a 
Jupiter can. 
 
A few years ago it seemed as if Russian two strokes 
would fade away in the UK as we ran out of parts 
and I think some of our flat twin powered brothers 
were looking forward to clean air at rallies and 
trouble free ride outs.  However, lots of enterprising 
East Europeans live in the UK now and the classic 
world has restored all the Venoms, Vincents, Gold 
Stars and Bonnevilles ever made, and more!  Now 
we are beginning to get collectable. 

 Richard Powis’ page 
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 It is fair to say that the condition of the machine was 
what could be expected from the advert description. 
It was first registered under the former USSR in 
1977, during the Brezhnev years but as soon as 
Lithuania threw off the Soviet shackles, in 1991, it 
was cast into the depths of an outbuilding and 
forgotten. I hosed off the evidence of its last ride, 
around the farm tracks and fields, thereby creating a 
small mountain of Baltic soil on my drive. 

 
 
 

Response to my Ad in the CoC website resulted in a 
very friendly response from John Reedman, who 
packed up a box of parts for me, at a very fair price, 
to replace some of those which were either missing 
or beyond economic repair: that is – snow guards for 
the carb, rear brake pedal and linkage, final drive 
with sprocket, handlebar controls and various other 
small parts.  You may judge, from the array of parts 
needed, that this machine is showing its age and the 
signs of years of neglect. The rear chain and 
sprockets are severely ground down from dust 
contamination due to lack of rubber gaiters. The rear 
brake pedal had also suffered from the same 
problem, so the hole in it has enlarged to a slot. (Yes, 
I know that I could weld it up, but my welder needs 
more money spent on it than I have spent on 
replacement parts; so!) 
 
However, on 
the positive 
side, the 
chrome plating 
is still in quite 
good order. 
The forks only 
need cleaning 
and even the 
handlebars 
would come up 
with a bit of 
Brasso and 
lamp oil. I can't 
detect much 
play in the 
forks or in the 
swinging arm. 

The engine turns over and has compression. I hope 
that I might get away without having to dismantle it 
just yet. Someone had put in new points and plugs 
recently, so it may well be in running order. 
 
My tattered photo copy of the Izh workshop manual 
informs me that if I mix the correct proportions of 
Caustic Soda, washing soda, liquid glass and green 
soap with hot water I can expect to submerge the 
greasy parts into the mixture and remove them at a 
later time, pristine and ready to paint.  John 
Reedman has forwarded a PDF of this very excellent 
and morally improving document which I can re-
forward to anyone who wishes to gain both technical 
and spiritual enlightenment therefrom. 
 
Further reports may emerge from this keyboard, in 
future. Meanwhile, to those who favour the plain 
simplicity of Izhevsk's finest engineering, there is a 
cafe on the seafront at Walton on the Naze, in the 
still traditional English speaking part of Essex, where 
those riders mounted upon machines other than 
those manufactured in the USA are also welcome, as 
long as they pay for their tea. 
 
Juri Kumisca, the contact who advertised the bike 
originally, has other bikes for sale. Two now available 
are the (more desirable, I think) Izh 56s. I have asked 
him if he can find a source of new parts, such as 
dynamo brushes, points etc as he makes frequent 
trips from UK, where he now lives, to Lithuania. If so, 
it might be useful as postage from over there can be 
very expensive. 
 
Just to put you all right on this, I have submitted the 
appropriate NOVA form, online, to Her Majesty's 
Revenue and Customs, with all the details of my 
import. This must be done for any machine arriving in 
the country for permanent ownership within 14days 
(check this) or fines will be made. No duty is payable 
on old machines. Please do not confuse this with 
registering with DVLA. That is a different process that 
requires insurance cover and an MoT certificate, plus 
a fee to DVLA in addition to any Vehicle Excise Duty. 
I recommend reading all the information on this 
provided by the club and also following the links to 
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 GOV.uk. There is more about this elsewhere in this 
month's magazine. 

Final Note 
 
We could speculate that HM government or the EU 
could, if they wish, bring in restrictions regarding the 
use of large two stroke engines. I emphasise 
SPECULATE. It has not happened yet, or even been 
proposed, so don't panic. However, civil servants and 
politicians, being as niave in mechanical matters as 
they are, will always look for some way to boost 
sales of new products and, so far, they have always 
found favour with their paymasters (not the general 
public) by citing ever more stringent environmental 
measures to encourage the scrapping of obsolete 
vehicles, whether is actually makes any difference to 
the quality of the atmosphere or not. The lesson to 
be learned from this is to get these old machines out 
of their sheds, barns and hedgerows and put them 
back into use before any politician repeats the 
absurdity of the right hand sidecar legislation. 
 
Environmental addenda here: this does not excuse 
us from being environmentally responsible in the use 
of dangerous petrochemicals. A light touch on the 
twistgrip, no "blipping"or "doughnutting", together 
with considerate riding are still to be encouraged, as 
is the correct disposal of all automotive waste 
products. 

Mentioned in Richard‟s article then, here is one of the 
two IZH 56 still for sale, below and opposite, and his 
emails concerning how to buy them with confidence, 
considering I advised caution.  He says…………. 
 
In addition to  this article, would you be kind enough 
to mention my contact with a person from LIthuania, 
from whom I have 
recently bought a Jupiter 
for restoration. There are 
more Izhevsks for sale 
through him, at a 
reasonable cost, including 
delivery to the buyer's 
door. Condition will vary, 
of course, but where else can you buy a 60s or 70s 
machine in any condition for less than £500 to £600 
these days.  My phone number is 07763161903. I 

have photos of two more Izhevsks for sale, currently, 
one at £550, unrestored, the other at £1100 with a 
recently rebuilt engine. The latter machine is road 
worthy and could be submitted for MoT as it is now, I 
am told. (Subject to variations in standards, but it 
holds a current EU test cert.) 
  
Both machines 
are Izh56, single 
cylinder two 
stroke 350cc, with 
teardrop tank. 
Vintage, around 
1960/61 Russian 
log books are 
present for each 
machine. No 
sidecars with 
these two. 
 
Sidecars are available too, I am told. I must 
emphasise that all purchases, by their very nature, 
are bought unseen, although I have insisted that only 
a deposit be paid up front.  If other members agree, I 
can pass on details and photos of these bikes as and 
when they turn up and act as go between to put 
buyer and seller in touch. 
 
On the subject of publishing Richards association 
with Juri in this magazine I emailed him saying…….. 
 
Anything anyone wants to write I'm happy to consider 
for our magazine, so thanks for yours. 
I'm also happy to include your Lithuanian contact but 
with the editorial opinion that anyone who takes you 
up on your offer of help in importing bikes should be 
extremely cautious.  You will read of my own 
experience in registering a Jupiter in the previous 
issue of HV and 
these days, it's 
not that simple.  
  
I bought an IZH 
56 which came 
via a similar 
entrepreneur 
from Bulgaria and 
it was fairly 
comprehensively 
shagged, lacking both frame and engine 
numbers.  Having said that, to my mind Russian two 
strokes are a thing of wonder and outrageous beauty 
and you can only be applauded for embarking on 
restoring one, bravo! 
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 In response to that Richard wrote back…………… 
 
Thanks for your reply. I agree with you that the 
greatest caution must be used and that anyone 
undertaking a transaction which is entirely dependent 
on a third party who is unknown to us. As I wrote to 
Dave Cox, it is one of these situations where we 
must measure up the risk of this or going over, with a 
vehicle, and making our deals in person in Eastern 
Europe. I must admit that I felt a great sense of relief 
when my bike actually arrived. Yes, it is abused, 
neglected and in need of total rebuild, but look how 
much sellers want for a Bantam or even a FB./ 
James on ebay, in similar, or worse condition. And 
we all know that Russian strokers are far superior to 
most UK produced lightweights of that era. (With a 
some notable exceptions, eg Greeves)  
  
I shall look forward to reading about your 
experiences. DVLA can be exasperating over some 
matters and yet most co-operative in others. I fully 
expected to come up against a well defended and 
impenetrable Iron Curtain when it came to registering 
my remade Diesel Dnepr, but, to my surprise, all they 
required was an MoT and insurance as the machine 
was old enough not to have to go through any further 
mechanical inspections. 
  
It would be both enlightening and entertaining to hear 
from other members who own and ride these humble 
motorcycles. I hope that both yours and  my 
experiences will encourage them to "come out" and 
not be ashamed to smoke out a few of our wealthier 
rivals on their two wheeled Wurlitzers. Perhaps we 
could even arrange a get together in the nether 
regions of our island. May I suggest the biker cafe at 
sunny Walton on the Naze? I am sure that if enough 
of use parked up on their (not quite) famous 
forecourt, they would not turn away the trade. 
(Please, none of those corny cracks about 2T's 
please!)  Let us hope for a future for this section of 
the COC! 
 
Walton on the Naze is a quaint and attractive old 
seaside resort which has become very popular 
recently, with its broad, sandy beaches, very long 
pier and narrow streets. Beyond the town is an area 
of crumbling cliffs and open heath we call "The 
Naze". Motor cyclists often park up on the pavement 
in front of the cafe, near the pier, or on the public car 
park at the Naze. I am not certain about where 
camping facilities are offered, but sites are published 
in the usual journals. In September, a national folk 
music festival takes place, which has now gained 
international recognition. (Folk Music, i e  traditional 
as against factory produced Stateside fodder that 
predominates the Cambridge festival.) 
 
I think that the modest numbers of Cossack Owners 
would not be any problem there. However, be 
warned against coming to Clacton, my home town, 

as we have a large number of undesirable residents 
of uncertain origin whose behaviour is not conducive 
to a peaceful and happy day at the seaside. We are 
hoping that some of these may be moved on when 
construction of the new beaches is complete and 
property prices begin to rise. If and when this occurs, 
Clacton, too, may become a very desirable venue, as 
we have far more seafront space. We have already 
welcomed a large gathering of scooterists, in 
celebration of the Mods and Rockers events of the 
sixties, which went off very well. 
 
Walton on the Naze it is then.  The next Cossack 
Grand Day out is September 13th, anyone fancy it? 
 
 
 

 
Yuri Shif Motorcycles 
are based in Moscow, 
they win custom shows 
and we have featured 
one of theirs before.  
Believe it or not that 
jewel on the rear cover 
used to be a Minsk 
and with shameless 
editorial self 
indulgence, here‟s 
more of it, and more of 
their Planeta Sport too. 
Does it go as well as it 
looks? It could all be in 
the eye of the 
beholder. 

No apologies 
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Yamaha 1300, Graham and Daniel Butler from 
Stratton Audley on a Dalesman and trailer, Tony 
Cutler from Blackwater on a Suzuki outfit and Phil 
Whitney from Godlaming, Surrey on a Ural M63. 
Peter Ballard came in his Morgan as a day visitor as 
did Don Grundy on a BSA A65. I apologise if I have 
left anyone out. 

Most people arrived at various times on the Friday 
and there was much chatting both at the campsite 
and the pub. 
On Saturday morning after a gentle start we decided 
to visit the flight of 16 Caen Hill locks near us on the 
Kennet and Avon canal instead of going to the car 
museum. Most people decided to go by bike but 
three of us decided to walk.  
 
Due to poor 
communication the 
walkers went to the 
bottom of the the 
flight and the riders 
went to near the top 
of the flight. However 
we all had a good 
morning and 
eventually all met up 
again at the camp site at lunch time. In the afternoon, 
us walkers rode to where the rest went in the 
morning, had a cup of tea at the cafe there and then 
rode to Avebury to 
view the Stone Circle. 
It is most impressive 
and much more than 
just a stone circle. It 
is what is left of 
multiple circles and a 
massive ditch and 
bank going round 
them and the remains 
of a stone avenue leading up to it all, well worth the 
visit.  
 
We had thought of going to the Ridge Way but we 
met up with an acquaintance at the pub and ran out 
of time. However it was a great ride both ways and 

 
 
 
Morris Jones needs some help.  He says………… 
 
In January I bought a 1977I I Z H Jupiter 3, in dog 
rough condition to restore.  I have done all the work 
myself and it is looking nice. It was imported as a 
combination but the sidecar has vanished.  It has 
only done 9432km at running in speed.  I know this 
because I had to remove the carb throttle stop to get 
full throttle. It was last taxed in 1980,and I managed 
to get a log book eventually from D V L A. I have not 
got it running yet due to parts shortage. The parts I 
need are right hand ex, rust ok, one tank badge, two 
warning lights, ignition switch,19 tooth gearbox 
sprocket and headlight rim. Please include my E Mail 
address, someone might have some bits they want to 
sell.  I will send some photos soon. I am 72 and 
started riding in 1960 on a Tiger Cub and have 
owned a wide range of bikes and scooters. I am 
riding a 2006 Piaggio X8 250 which I have owned for 
seven years with no major problems.  I will sign of 
now as l can't think of anything else to say.  Safe 
riding, Morris Jones. 
 
Morris‟ email address is mojorojo@talktalk.net 
 
 
 
 
Phil Whitney rode his beautiful blue time capsule to 
this year‟s annual rally at the Three Magpies pub in 
Wiltshire.  Here‟s what happened…………. 
 
The gathering was quite small, I guess because 
members had a choice of venues that weekend. 
However a great time was had by all in perfect 
weather.  

Those attending were Dave Rodgers from Cornwall 
on a Ural M66 (Sounded much better than it looked 
and went like stink - and I don't mean it made a lot of 
smoke !), Paul Wilson from Oxford on a Ural Red 
Star, Mike Rowe from Yate on an IZ 49 (350cc two-
stroke single), Dave Cox from Whitechurch on a 

Jupiter 3 parts wanted 

The Three Magpies 
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 an interesting visit. I am no sure what the other did 
but i got the impression they had a good time. 
Sunday morning was gently packing up time and we 
all headed off in different directions. Dave Rodgers 
had the furthest to go (about 170 miles to Cornwall) 
but was the last but one to leave!  
 
In all a nice low key weekend. If you didn't come, you 
missed out on a great time.  Phil Whitney. 
 
 
 
 
So you went to Avebury then Phil, one of those 
places where the veil is thin and the old world still 
resonates with the new. It is without doubt 
somewhere which inspires contemplation and a 
feeling of universal connection.  In the last issue we 
mentioned the possibility of finding a new design for 
our club logo.  Andrew Kinnear emailed “What is the 
deadline for submissions for the new COC logo? “ 
 
I emailed back “At your leisure.  Sooner or later 
someone will design a blinder, we'll just keep it out 
there and the collective subconscious of the universe 
will take care of it.”  
 
He replied. ”Literally cosmic, will get something to 
you soon.” 
 
Paul Harrison, posting 
on the Awake Society 
board on 
www.tumblr.com said 
“The Universe is a 
cosmic dance of energy 
and matter, engaged in 
ceaseless creation, 
destruction, and evolution. We are all part of that 
dance.” and on the same board,  “It is mind that has 
composed a physical universe that breeds life and so 
eventually evolves creatures that know and create: 
science-, art-, and technology-making animals. In 
them the universe begins to know itself.“ from 
George Wald. 
 
See? Nothing to worry about!  However the answers 
to Tony Jones‟ photo quiz seem to have become lost 
in the ether.  Stuart Morgan sent in these answers in, 
 
Top left - M72 brake pedal  
Top right - Kickstart frame protect rubber  
Mid left - PP302 regulator voltage control contacts  
Mid right - Ural timing hole  
Bottom left - Dnepr rocker cover Bottom right - stand 
spring pre-MT11  
 
and asked  “How did I do?”  Dunno mate!   
 
I had intended to sneak a picture of a druid, the sort 
of mystical, robed figure popular legend demands, 

somewhere adjacent 
to Phil‟s Avebury 
reference, but I typed 
“druid” into the search 
box and this 
happened. It‟s James 
Heydon apexing 
Druids at Brands 
Hatch.  Oh well, I 
suppose it can stay. 
 
I typed in “two stroke” 
as well but didn‟t put what of.  No, not in HV!!!! 
 
 
 
 
A couple of years ago I read an article written by 
Chris in The Indepndent, the magazine of the BTSC.  
It was a tale of youthful poverty and the perils of 
needing to rely on a Minsk.  He‟s rejoined our club 
because he‟s got another one!  Here‟s his 
reintroduction. 
 
I bought YAG676S, SAT94R and a new unregistered 
pre Electronic Neval 125 (1975 models ) in 1979 and 
1980, I always had a Jap bike but had a habit of 
liking CZ's ( my dads family were Czech. until 1943! ) 
and MZs so when i bent the forks on a 5 week old 
Honda 250 I waited for the 3rd partys Ins‟ to pay, and 
waited! 
 
I had always wondered if Bike Mags May 1977 test 
( 125cc mass test) picturing an attractive bike (Neval 
125 in the old Villiers commuter style ) on top of a tip/
pile of Rubbish was fair so I bought one.  Well it got 
me slowly through the winter, I had paid an extra £5 
to have drop bars on YAG., the seat cover split in a 
week so the local scrap yard sold me a leopard skin 
1960s plastic stretch one and over the next couple of 
years a Blue electronic in the same yard ( front end 
bash!) donated a later carb and also front drum 
which improved things. 
 
All these bikes were sold in about 1988 ( mortgage/
flat! ) and that was that.  Now I have a scruffy Gold 
Electronic one which one day I would like to clean 
up  ( work willing! ) and on retirement put on the 
road.  I have also bought a rusty Britaine as spares 
which is on its way as well, whatever happens Its 
nice to have one again! 
Regards, Chris Drucker, rejoined member after a few 
decades! 
 
Myself and Chris swapped a few emails celebrating 
the delights of Minsk ownership and he volunteered 
something of his motorcycling history. 
 
My Projects are longer term  due to working 6 days a 
week for the company, then I work a little self 
employed on Sunday plus chores in garden, 

Competitions 

Chris Drucker’s page 
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supermarket shop, hence my projects are longer 
term for a time when I work part time in say 6 years 
when I hit 60. 
 
Having seen what has happened to popular Jap 
bikes prices ( I had about 10 in years gone by ) I 
preferred to buy the odd ball bikes for that rainy day. 
I am also in the Jawa/CZ club as I have bought a 250 
471 twin and 180 single, then there‟s that MZ Supa 5 
I bought in 2007. 
 
The only Motorcycle that I can keep on the road is 
my Indian Enfield Bullet 350 as riding time is rare 
plus a classic car is demanding time as well!  There 
is also an Honda SS50 ( 2011 ) CB200 (2013 ) 
awaiting use ( I had both in the day! ) 
 
As an aside I found 3 old copies of Horizontal View 
from Summer 80, Autumn 80 and Spring 81. I had 
written letters of trips done to Nevals in Hull etc, to 
think that‟s 35 years ago! 
 
Finally I am delighted that a few 125s have survived 
and are in the club. I am keeping mine in a council 
lock up, 20 minutes away, not ideal but I am looking 
to get them cleaned up this year and obtain some 
parts for the day when I can join in the club rather 
than being an avid armchair member/reader of 
Horizontal View! 
 
Dave Cox has sorted out a service book and parts 
list including colour covers for a little extra over 
standard spec cost, he also arranged for a password 
to get into the members area and I stayed up very 
late last night looking at the Horizontal View copies 
there, finding your writings on Minsk ownership very 
interesting plus that factory visit.  I was left stunned 
though that you have ridden 2 up more than ONCE. 
(So was Lovely Hazel!) I never even tried to! 
 
There's only so much adversity I can cope with, and 
in 1979 /1983 the traffic was like Morris Marina's etc 
let alone today‟s rapid motors, my latest works van is 
so quick I no longer need to drive flat out every 
where! 
 
Would I be able to purchase back copies of H.V. with 
the Minsk info in them?  I prefer tangible things like 
club mags to computer screens.   
 
I think we order a finite number of copies of each 
issue at the time of printing, including a few extra just 
in case.  The club‟s AGM will have been held at Wing 
Hall by the time you read his, important for being our 
only annual committee meeting.  If there‟s any old 
magazines still available we‟ll know then, or if there‟s 
any hope of getting some more.  I would think the 
unit cost of running off a small reprint run is likely to 
be prohibitive.   

As a former COC member and contributor of odd 
tomes in about late 1980‟s I suddenly find myself with 
the dilemma of having purchased an odd lot out of a 
bed of nettles and it appears time to grab said 
nettles.  Frame number 48622, on the rear 
suspension lug, is all I have to identify what appears 
to be a slightly modified Ural frame. 
 
The frame has non original welds on bottom tubes 
and I would greatly appreciate being given the 
distance between the two engine bolt centres as they 
seem a bit far apart to take an original engine.  The 
engine sadly is Subaru EA 71 1595 cc number 
903114.  (Standard is 193mm) 
 
Whilst champing at the bit to fit original type engine 
etc I know not what model 48622 originally was. 
It obviously has run and I wonder if COC has any 
recollections of a Scooby engined blasphemy whose 
frame has a heavily home welded ball sidecar mount 
instead of rear footrest on the left?  Perhaps you can 
shed some light as I prepare my COC rejoining 
papers.  
 
Tony Jones was able to tell Graham the late Trevor 
College had built one, and Graham remembered 
this………. 
 
Trevor actually stayed with us here in Hastings yonks 
ago when I swapped various items such as a Dnepr 
wreck for lovely restored Voskhod 2.  I did not know 
he had passed away nor that he built a scooby 
Dnepr.  Bit sobering to think I may have bought off 
Ebay the remains of his creation and that the frame 
could be the one he had off me. 
 
Not as odd as the Ural outfit  with 2 cv wheels that 
was dumped just down the road from me about 15 
years ago.  When the registration document arrived I 
wrote to the previous owner in Bala N.Wales.  I got a 
reply with “Hi Woodsy‟........” believe it or not I had 
owned and sold the bike 30 years ago and  the chap 
who wrote me was an old pal who legged it to Wales 
to escape Dungeness nuke power station.  (Would 
this be the unstopable Cliff Russell?)  Anyhow he 
had driven the 2 cv wheeled Ural Mars back to 
Hastings but all the welds in the wheels gave way 
and he abandoned it not 400 metres from my home.  
Several months later another pal banged on our door 
and said there was a seriously vandalised WWII 
German motorbike with solid wheels dumped on 
waste ground just around the corner.  
 
Has anyone in the club got memories or even better 
a photograph of Trev‟s Subaru engine Dnepr, even 
better still, with registration plate visible? This magazine was printed beautifully in Leeds by Thistle Print 

Ltd,  Unit 6, Aston Court.  113 2040600  www.thistleprint.co.uk 

Graham Woods returns, 
soon! 
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 Regalia 

Choice of either the Silver Club Logo or the Silver Star Logo over 
the left breast and in all the popular sizes: Normal range of sizes: 

Hooded Sweat Shirts 
£20.00 to £21.50   

These are normally on an 
order basis. 

Full & Half Zip Fleeces - £25.00 to £26.50  
Product Code: COC-FL. 100% Polyester, unlined. Comes with Silver 
Club Logo or Star Logo over the left breast. These are great for chilly 
mornings on the rally field. Normal range of sizes: Medium - Large - 
Extra Large - XXL & XXXL  

Regatta Dover Fleeced Lined Jacket - £47.00 
Product Code: COCJ1. Waterproof, Windproof hydrafort 
polyester fabric. Fully lined with Thermo-guard insulation. 
Taped seams, concealed hood and adjustable cuffs. 2 zipped 
lower pockets. These jackets are very nice and comfortable and 
come with the Star Logo on the left breast as with other 
products. There is also the clubs web address 
(www.cossackownersclub.co.uk) across the shoulders on the 
back. Colours: Only in Black with Silver Logo and writing. Sizes: 
M (40") - L (42") - XL (44") - XXL(47") - XXXL(50") Chest (to fit).  

Woolly Hats - £8.50 The 
woolly hat is the knitted type 
and again with either club 
logo. This is an essential bit 
of kit for any club member.  

Club Umbrella 
£27.00  

Golf sized brol-
lies in two types 
with COC logos 

on 2 panels. 

Baseball Caps - £9.00 
Adjustable band at back, 
supplied in Black or Blue. One 
size fits all, choice of either the 
standard Club Logo or Star Logo. 

Key Ring 
£1.50   

Cossack Owners 
Club metal ring 
on an easy tag. 

It must be said that although this clothing exudes style and an air of 
calm confidence anyone would be proud to achieve, it also implies 
that you own a Russian motorcycle, or know someone who does.  
How cool is that? 
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